Thoroughly  Examin'd,  and  plainly  fj^i 

Lithotomi a  Doug l ass*an a 


o  be 
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Under  another  fTitle : 


WITH  AN 


Wherein  both  Authors  are  fairly  compar’d. 

To  which  is  added, 


A  Word  of  Advice  to  Surgeons. 

. . . . . .  >»■■■  . Q 


i'  leque  ab  aliisfcripta  vindicanda  nobis  e  quia  max¬ 
im#  iniquifatis  opus  e (l  auferre  fcriptori  glotiam* 
qu#  ad  ilium  pertineat .  jamb,  in  Nicom*  Arith. 

^  I  d-  ^  7  •  * 

unt  me  a  quidem  fintentia  pluf quant  plagiariorwn 
p#na  digni ,  qui  hujufmodi  furtis  dele 61 ant ur  dr 
jibi  nomen  ac  labor emalienum  attribumt , 

Carol.  Steph; 
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Moft  Ingenious,  L  earned  and  Accomplifli’d 

PHYSICIAN, 

■ 

Dr.JOHNARBUTHNOT, 


The  Ornament  of  his  Profeffion? 
The  Glory  of  his  Country, 


The  Promoter  and  Patron  of  the  moji  Liberal 

Arts  and  Sciences; 

/ 

The  Following; 
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EPISTOLARY  ESSAY 


/-  Is  mod:  humbly  Inlcrib’d,  by 
I  His  moji  Oblig’d,  and 

'  I  moft  devoted  Servant  3 

'  . 

I  ■  R.H.U.D. 


Si  faveant  hifce  meis  Robertus  Graius, 
&Johannes  Arbuthnotus  Scoti  iiii  MC- 
CUlapij  atque  H  E  c  qu  e  t  u  s  ille  Parifienfis  opifcr, 
alioram judicia  nonMorabor:  Bellinius  cnim 
ad  Deos 
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LETTER 

T  O 

Dr.  John  Arbuthno  t. 


Sir* 

very  work  that  is  new 
and  juft,  and  tends  to 
the  advancement  of  any 
one  branch  of  Surgery,  is  an 
unspeakable  honour  and  glory 
to  its  author :  it  deferves  the 
especial  approbation  of  his  bro¬ 
ther  artifts,  and  richly  merits 
the  thanks  of  those,  that  are 
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relieved  from  Pain  by  its  opera¬ 
tions  ;  and  fince  every  mortal 
frame  is  fubjedl  to  accidents,  it 
juftly  demands  the  praise  and 
encouragement  of  all  mankind. 

Now  certainly,  if  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  any  one  branch 
of  the  art  deserves  thus  much, 
it  will  be  a  nice  province,  and 
of  no  little  difficulty,  to  pro¬ 
portion  juftly,  the  degree  of 
praise  due  to  the  new  method  of 
cutting  for  the  ftone,  by  which 
we  are  taught,  and  pointed  out 
to  a  much  more  eafte  and  fafe 
way  of  relieving  the  afflitfted 
fons  of  men,  from  one  of  the 
moft  painful,  one  of  the  mo  ft 
torturing  and  dreadful  diseases 
that  can  ever  aftedl  a  humane 
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As  I  was  lately  running  over 
the  advertisements,  I  found  Mr. 
Chefelden  had  juft  published  a 
treatise  on  the  high  operation 
for  the  ftone,  when  the  above 
conlideration,  join’d  to  my 
knowledge  of  that  gentleman’s 
chara6ter  and  great  fuccess  in 
the  pratftice  of  the  art,  on  which 
his  book  was  faid  to  treat,  rais’d 
my  curiolity  to  a  great  height, 
and  promifing  my  felf,  that  I 
lhould  be  furpriz’d  with  fome- 
thing  new  and  uncommon,  I 
lent  for  it  out  of  hand,  and 
waited  with  fome  impatience 
till  it  came. 

I  had  no  fooner  perus’d  a  few 
pages  in  the  body  of  the  book, 
before  I  was  indeed  furpriz’d,  but 
in  a  very  different  manner  from 

B  2  what 
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what  I  at  firft  expected.  Truly 
fir,  where  I  had  plac’d  an  ima¬ 
ginary  pleasure,  I  mull:  own 
I  met  with  real  pain,  to  find, 
that  a  person  who  had  jufbly  ob¬ 
tain’d  fo  good  a  character  as  a 
practitioner,  fhould  deserve  fo 
Very  different  a  reputation,  as 
an  author ;  and  that  a  profeffor 
of  one  of  the  moft  liberal  arts, 
lhould  turn  it  to  the  moll  illi- 

t  i  •■>--•••  . . 

beral  use.  * 


I  find,  fir,  and  am  forry  to 
find,  that  Mr,  Ghefelden’s  per¬ 
formance  is  extraordinary  in 


nothing,  but  what  is  likely  to 
prove  as  much  to  the  disadvan¬ 
tage  of  his  character,  as  I  had 
thought  it  would  redound  to  his 

........  -  -  -  -  «  -  p 

tame. 


*  Nam  cum  fcribere  artcm  Inftituunt,  videntur  “  dicere  fe  exco- 
gitafle,  quod  alios  docerent :  cum  veto  fcribunt,  offend  unt  nobis, 
cmidalii  Excogitarint.  AuftoraA  Hertn .  lib.  IV.  c.  z.  fo  4. 
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fame.  It  is  by  no  means  a  new 
work,  no,  under  the  fpecious 
appearance  of  being  fo,  it  is  a 
direct  effay  to  detract  from  a 
new  one  ;  it  looks  at  bell,  like 
a  poor  and  ill-delign’d  endea¬ 
vour  of  one  artful  and  crafty 
man,  to  pass  lor  what  he  is  not, 
and  to  hinder  another  ingenious 
oerson  from  palling  for  what 
le  really  is,  the  llrft  and  chief 
author,  and  discoverer,  as  well 
as  practitioner,  of  this  new  me¬ 
thod  in  England, 

t  t 

Mr,  John  Douglas,  Surgeon, 
about  four  Months  ago,  oblig’d 

the  world  with  a  treatise  on  this 

\  x% 

Ifubjedt,  which  he  has  form’d  in 
(the  following  method.  He  in- 

Iforms  his  Readers  of  the  vari- 

.. 

I  _ OUS- 
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.ous  methods  of  cutting  for  the 
ftone,  and  in  fpeaking  of  each 
of  them,  he  fuccinctly,  but  clear¬ 
ly,  iliows  the  inconveniencies  of 
each  method,  the  parts  concern¬ 
ed  in  the  operation,  names  the 
inftruments  that  are  us’d,  and 
relates  the  manner  how  each 
operation  is  to  be  perform’d  ; 
he  then  comes  to  his  own  new 
method,  the  principles  of  which, 
he  fays,  were  hr  ft  laid  down  by 
the  moft  fagacious  of  all  Sur¬ 
geons,  Roffetus  ;  he  next  places 
before  our  Eyes,  the  motives 
which  encourag’d  him  to  at¬ 
tempt  this  new  way ;  enumerates 
the  parts  concern’d  in  this  ope¬ 
ration,  defcribes  the  inftru¬ 
ments  neceffary  for  it,  tells  u; 
the  number  and  office  of  alii 

ft  ants 
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Rants,  the  fcituation  of  the 
patient,  and  the  manner  how 
to  perform  it:  he  afterwards 
ihows  the  method  of  cutting  fe¬ 
males,  and  then  gives  us  the 
hiRory  of  his  fuccefles  ;  to  this 
work  he  fubjoins,as  an  appendix, 
what  the  faid  famous  Rofletus 
has  written  in  his  book  De  Partu 
CaTareo,  on  that  head,  and  a 
copy  of  a  curious  latin  Thelis 
fent  him  from  Paris,  the  queRi- 
011  of  which,  is  thus  Rated, 
“  An,  ad  extrahendum  calcu- 
i(  lum,  dilfecanda  ad  pubem  ve- 
‘c  fica  ?  ”  This  is  the  method 
us’d  in  Mr.  Douglas’s  Treatife, 

Entitled,  Lithotomia  Douglaf- 
ana. 

About  four  Months  after  the 
ubiication  of  this  tract,  there 
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appears  another  book,  concern-' 
ing  the  high  operation  for  the 
ftone  :  This  book  begins  like¬ 
wise  with  an  account  of  the  new 
method  of  cutting,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner.  The  author  de- 
fcribes  the  parts  concern’d  in  the 
operation,  the  fcituation  of  the 
patient,  the  office  of  the  affift- 
ants,  the  feveral  kinds  of  inftru- 
ments,  and  the  manner  how  to 
perform  it,  together  with  the 
hiftory  of  his  own  cures  in  that 
way ,  he  afterwards  tranllates 
Mr.  Douglas’s  appendix  frorr 
Roflfetus,  and  the  above  mend 
on’d  thelis  into  Engliih,  anc 
this,  forsooth,  is  entitled,  1 
Treatise  on  the  High  Operati 
on  for  the  Stone,  by  Willian 

Chefelde: 
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Chefelden  Surgeon  to  St.  Tho¬ 
mas’s  Hofpital,  Southwark.  * 
Thus  this  latter  work  is  fo 
ent  irely  method  iz’d ,  transc  rib’d, 
or  tranflated,  from  the  former, 
that  there  is  not  any  thing  want¬ 
ing  to  lliow  them  both  to  be,  in 
efiedt,  one  and  the  fame  book, 
but  explaining  and  clearing  up 
the  fense  of  the  title  pages  of 
each.  You  are  therefore  deli  red 
to  underhand,  fir,  that  c  Litho- 
‘  tomia  Douglafliana,  or  a  new 
<  method  of  cutting  for  the 
‘  ftone,  firft  pradlis’d  by  John 
‘  Douglas,  Surgeon,’  fignifies in 
plain  Englifh,  according  to  the 
art  of  modern  tranflation,  c  A 

C  Trea- 


*  Qui  aliorum  fcripta  furantcs,  pro  fuis  pre¬ 
dicant  funt  vituperandi. 

Virtuv.  de  Arch *  lib.  7.  ‘Pr.edL 
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1  Treatise  on. the  High  Opera 


■a 


‘  tion  for  the  (tone,  by  William 
‘  Chefelden,  Surgeon  to  St. 
4  Thomas’s  Frofpital,  South- 
1  wark,  F.  R.  S.  ’  *  For  the 
parts  defcrib’d  to  be  concern’d 
in  the  operation,  are  the  fame 
in  each  work  ;  the  number  and 
office  of  afliftants  agree  in  each, 
in  each  the  fcituation  of  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  exactly  alike ;  and  the 
two  authors  differ  not  at  all  in  de- 
fcribing  the  manner  how  to  per¬ 
form  that  operation ;  they  differ 
in  nothing  but  this  one  point, 
that  Mr.  Douglas  discovers  to 
us  the  reasons  which  mov’d  him 
to  attempt  this  new  way,  and 
Mr.  Chefelden  is  pleas’d  to  con¬ 
ceal 
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ceal  them  from  us,  for  other 
reasons,  no  doubt,  belt  known 
to  himself.  £ 

Mr.  Douglas  lays  down 
five  ftrong  motives,  which  en¬ 
courag’d  him  to  attempt  this 
way,  and  attempting  it  with 
fuccefs  three  times,  in  the  firft 
four  tryals  which  he  made,  he 
then  communicated  it  to  the 

c  ti. 

publick,  and  among  others,  to 
this  Mr.  Chefelden,  Surgeon  of 
St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital,  (  who, 
fays  the  good-natur’d  author ) 
1  has  always  the  good  of  man- 
1  kind  more  at  heart,  than  anv 
r  little  view  of  his  own. 

|  Now,  Mr.  Chefelden  m co¬ 
itions  not  the  motives  that  in- 
Jduc’d  him  firfh  to  attempt  this 
lame  way,  because,  belike,  if  he 

1  i  1  1 
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had,  he  muft  neceflarily  have 
own  d  the  previous  iuccess  of 
Mr.  Douglas  ;  and  the  reasons 
a- lodg’d  by  him,  to  have  been 
abfolutely  his  fir (1  real  motives, 
and  that  would  have  fpoil’d  the 
formal  address  in  the  front  of 
his  book,  where,  in  the  perfedt 
form  of  a  true  dedicator,  he’s 
pleas’d  to  tell  Dr.  Mead,  ‘  that  j 
‘  his  fuccess  in  those  operations, 
i  were  owing  to  the  encourage- 
4  ment  that  great Phylician  gave; 
‘  him;  both  by  his  presence,  and ; 
c favourable  opinion  of  the  un¬ 
dertaking.  ’•  In  this  part  hither¬ 
to,  they  only  differ,  in  all  the 
reft  they  are  fo  much  the  fame, 
that  if  Mr.  Chelelden  be-  not  a 
me'er  eccho  of  Mr.  Douglas’s 
words,  he’s  certainly  a -repeater 

.x.  **  i 
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of  his  Sentiments,  without  any 
addition. 

I  fhall  therefore,  fir, beg  leave 
hereafter,  to  collate  Mr.  Chefel- 
denwith  Mr  Douglas, #and  un- 
lefs  faying  the  very  fame  thing 
over  again,  in  other  words, w  ith¬ 
out  any  fubftantial ,  or  ma¬ 
terial  alteration,  is  rather  to  be 
call’d  compofmg,  than  transcri¬ 
bing,  Mr.  Chefelden  cannot  be 
properly  faid  to  have  done  any 
more,  than  transcrib’d  Mr. 
Douglas’s  method,  and  to  have 
tranflated  another  man’s  work 


to  his  own  use.  He  has  in  this 
latter  tradf  not  fo  much  as 
Ihew’d  us  one  linglefoot-ftep  of 
an  amendment,  or  correction, 
that  can  be  made  in  the  former. 


1 : _ 
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unlefs  it  be  this, (and  that  I  own 
may  be  a  material  one,  in  the 
present  case)  that  Mr.  Douglas, 
in  the  next  edition  of  his  book, 
ought  in  juftice  to  the  world, 
rather  than  to  himself,  to  ex¬ 
punge  the  chara6ter  which  he 
has  publilh’d  of  Mr.  Chefelden, 

,  viz.  ‘  That  he  has  always  had 
4  the  good  of  mankind  more  at 
4  heart,  than  any  little  private 
4  view  of  his  own : ?  For,  if  Mr. 

___  *  f  * 

Douglas  would  ftill  jremain  his 
friend,  how  could  he  juftify  it 
to  be  for  the  good  of  mankind, 
that  Mr.  Chefelden  Ihould  draw 
in  fo  many  people  to  pay  five 
{hillings  for  his  book, when  they 
had  both  purchas’d  and  read  all 
the  contents  thereof,  before,  in 
the  Lithotomia  Dougialiiana, 
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for  half  the  money. #  And  feems 
it  not  rather  to  be  done  for  fome 
little  private  view  of  his  own  ? 
for  my  part,  I  think,  that  if  Mr. 
Douglas  can  defend  him  in  this 
point,  Mr.  Chefelden  has  not 
offended,  but  if  he  cannot  de  ¬ 
fend  him,  it  will  be  an  offence: 
to  mankind  to  name  him  again* 
with  fo  improper  a  chara&er 
in  any  future  edition. 

Here  I  muff  take  leave  to  re¬ 
mark,  that,  by  way  of  repaying; 
Mr.  Douglas  ftill  more  gene- 
roully  for  the  good  character 
which  he  has  given  of  him ;; 
Mr.  Chefelden  tells  the  reader 
in  his  Preface,  That  Mr.  Dou¬ 
glas’s  method  is  nearly  the  lame 

with 


M/uftial 


*  Nam  quod  emas,  poffis  dicere  jure  tuum. 
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with  Roffetus’s,  which  he  has 
tranflated,  and  then  bids  him 
look  into  the  Lithotomia,  after 
he  has  infinuated,  that  it  will 
not  be  worth  his  while  fo  to  do, 
and  by  this  means,  artfully  en¬ 
deavours  to  keep  the  reader 
from  discovering,  that  he  tran- 
fcrib'dhis  own  method  from  the 
Lithotomia. 

Pray  does  not  Mr.  Douglas  tell 
us  himself,  that  he  derives  his 
principles  from  his  favourite 
author,  Roffetus,  even  more 
fully  than  Mr.  Chefelden  tells 
us,  with  this  difference  only, 
that  Mr.  Douglas  does  it  out  ol 
a  fpirit  of  juftice,  Mr.  Chefelder 
with  a  feeming  fpirit  of  detra¬ 
ction  ? 

;  BU 

,  JIW—-  *  r 
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But  Mr.  Chefelden  carries 
ft  ill  farther,  this  fpirit  of  detra¬ 
ction,  and  while  he  thus,  with  a 
fly,  unbecoming  artifice,  endea¬ 
vours  to  cloak  his  own  real 
thefts  from  Mr.  John  Douglas, 
he  craftily  mentions,  how  the 
theory  had  been  commended  to 
the  Royal  Society  by  Dr.  James 
Douglas  long  before ,  and  fpeaks 
well  of  the  Phyhcian,  whom  it 
is  not  his  bufinefs  to  vie  with,  in 
order  to  leffen  the  Surgeon, 
whom,  it  feems,  he  was  to  eclipse 
and  out-v  ie  in  fame. 

The  practice  upon  the  theory 
is  then  represented  rafh,  and 
what  no  man,  but  Mr.  John 
Douglas,  would  venture  his  re¬ 
putation  upon ;  as  if  Mr.  John 
Douglas  had  had  none  to  lose, 

D  and 
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and  deserv’d  to  gain  none .  But  as 
foonas  Mr.  Chefelden  follow’d! 
the  fame  practice,  it  truly  thenj 
lirft  became  praise- worthy.  Mr.  i 
John  Douglas  his  beginning  the: 
practice,  is  made  to  appear  in- 
lignificant,  because  his  brother 
the  Phyfician,  had  commended 
the  theory  :  But  Mr.  Chefei- 
den’s  operations  are  of  the  firfl: 
lignihcance,  because  he  learn’d 
from  him,,  both  the  theory  and 
practice. 

^  it  would  have  been  noihame, 
alter  all,  to  the  Surgeon  of  St. 
"Thomas’s  Efofpital,  to  have 
fpoken  out  the  whole  undis- 
giiis  d  truth  at  once,  and  then 
his  preface  might  have  been 
ib-orter,  more  pithy,  and  much 
more  to  the  purpose,  and  might 

have 
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have  run  in  the  following 
words. 

‘  Mr.  Douglas  (  he  fliould 
<  have  faid )  took  the  firfh  prin- 
4  ciples  of  his  new  method  from 
‘  Roffetus,  and  I,  from  Mr. 

‘  Douglas,  with  this  difference, 

‘  thatRoffetus  ingenuoufly  owns, 

:  he  never  pradHs’d  it  upon  li- 
1  ving  bodies,  and  Mr .  Douglas 
c  was  the  firffc  person  I  ever  knew, 

:  who  did  fo,  and  that  led  me 
:  the  way  to  the  pra&ice,  as  well 
as  the  theory.  This  Gentle- 
:  man  having  fucceeded  three 
times  in  the  firft  four  operati¬ 
ons,  before  I,  or  any  of  mv 
brethren  knew,  or  would  be¬ 
lieve  any  thing  of  the  matter, 

was  firmly  perfuaded,  that  it 

n  o  wi  nil  A 
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f  would  prove  much  more  fuc- 
4  cessful  than  the  common  me- 
£  thod :  Therefore  he  thought 
‘  he  could  not  oblige  the  pub- 
‘  lick  more,  than  by  communi- 
‘  eating  it  to  the  Surgeons  ol 
■  the  Hospitals,  where  they  had 
‘  fuch  frequent  oportunities  of 
c  pradtiling  it. 

‘  Accordingly,  he  acquaintec 
1  them,  that  he  would  come  anc 
£  cut  publickly  in  either,  or  botl 
£  Hospitals,  whenever  they  plea 
£  fed.  But  in  Head  of  accepting 
c  this  offer,  as  he  expedled,  thei 
£  all  rejected  it  with  fcorn,  a 
£  derogatory  to  the  character  o 
£  the  Cutters,  except  my  fell 
£  who  encourag’d  him  (as  he1 
£  pleas'd  to  own,  in  a  manne 
much  more  to  my  reputatioi 

/*»  4 
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4  than  I  can  pretend  to  deserve) 

i  and  have  fince  follow’d  his  me- 

e  thod  of  pradtice  with  very  good 

4  fuccess.  I  am  likewise  as  much 

f  indebted  to  him  for  being  my 

4  predeceffor  in  writing,  as  in 

4  acting :  for  I  have  here  de- 

4  fcrib’d  the  operation  much 

4  after  his  manner,  having  fu- 

4  peradded  nothing  oew  of  my 

4  own,  that  could  make  this  trea- 

4  tise  more  useful  than  his,  un- 

4  less  it  conlifts  in  relating  the 

4  hidory  of  my  fuccess  with 

4  each  of  the  nine  patients,  whom 

‘  I  have  cut  this  way,  and  in 

4  tranllating  his  latin  Appendi  x, 

4  and  fome  other  authors  whom 

4  he  quotes,  for  the  benefit  of 

?  less  learned  operators,  whose 

mis- 
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i  misfortune  it  is,  not  to  under- 
6  Hand  the  originals. 

‘  Mr.  Douglas,  I  thank  him, 
‘  has  been  fo  very  kind,  as,  in  a 
£  manner  to  advertise  this  work 
£  of  mine  in  his  own ;  where  he 
£  lays,  that  I  cut  two  patients 
f  after  this  manner,  on  the  third 
£  of  May,  17  22  ;  and  fix  more 
‘  before  the  beginning  of  AuguO: 
£  following,  all  which  operati- 
c  ons  (lays  he,  according  to  his 
£  ufual  good  nature  in  bellowing 
£  applauses  upon  me)  fucceeded 
££  to  the  entire  fatisfa6lion  of  fe- 
££  veral  of  the  moll  eminent 
££  Phylicians  and  Surgeons  in 
“  town,  and  every  one  of  the  pa- 
££  tients  recover’d.  ££  I  Ihou’d, 

£  continues  the  fame  good-na- 
£  tur’d  Mr.  Douglas, ££  been  more 

u  narfirnlar 
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“particular  in  the  hiftory  of 
“  these  cases,  (which  let  the  rea- 
‘  demote  by  the  bye,  would  have 
‘  depriv’d  Mr.  Chefelden  from 
‘  the  pretence  of  putting  out  any 
4  book  on  that  fubjedt,)  “  did 
u  not  Mr.  Chefelden  defign  foon 
“  to  publilh  an  account  of  them, 
“  to  which  I  refer  the  inquifitive 
“  reader.  ” 

This  would  have  been  a  mo¬ 
del!:,  a  juft  and  full  preface  to 
Mr.  Chelelden’s  work,  *  but  as 
the  matter  now  Hands,  while 
he  would  perfwade  us,  that  Mr. 
Douglas’s  new  method  is  an  old 
one,  what  can  he  fay,  to  prove 

his 


*  Vide  ne  facias  Impudenter*  qui  tuo  no¬ 
mine  velisex  aliorum  LaboribusLibareLaudcm. 

AuSiorad  Herenn ,  lib.  4 tc.  s?  4. 
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his  own  Book  fo  much  a  novel¬ 
ty  as  he  would  have  it  taken  for  ? 
Has  it  any  other  pretenlion  to 
the  title  or  a  new  performance, 
but  that  it  is  more  newly  pub- 
lilh’d,  and  came  out  about  four 
months  after  Mr. Douglas  pub- 
lilh’d  his  ? 

Mr.  Paul  is  mention’d  by  the 
fame  author,  in  the  fame  place, 
with  as  great  applaufe  as  Mr. 
Chefelden,  for  having  cut  two 
in  St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital,  both 
of  whom  recover’d  perfectly, 
tho’  one  of  ’em  was  taken  with 
the  final!  Pox,  eight  Days  after 
the  operation. 

Nov/,  why  has  not  Mr.  Paul 
/  ^ 

a  juft  foundation,  for  following 

the  noble  example  of  Mr.  Che¬ 
felden? 

.  _ _  wi 
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felden  ?  He  then  raav  tranflate' 
Rofletus  again,  and  make  it 
dearer  to  us  in  Engliih,  for  Mr. 
Chefelden  owns  it  obscure  and 
tmcouth  in  many  "paRages,  as 
he  really  well  may,  the  Engliih 
now  wanting,  in  fome  parts,  e- 
very  jot  as  much  a  tranflation, 
as  the  Latin  did  before  ;  and  if 
fo,  it’s  only  tranfcribing  the 
method,  by  placing  Rofletus 
firft,  theii  his  own  method  of 
operation,  in  other  words,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Hiftorv  of  his 

j 

experiments  and  fucceffes,  which 
I  mull  remark  by  the  way,  in¬ 
crease  every  day,  and  would 
probably  fwell  the  bulk  of  fuch 
a  performance,  and  fo  we  may 
ae  furnifh’d  with  another  newi  - 

treatise,  and  fo  on,  in  infinitum, 

E  till 
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till  we  had  as  many  disco¬ 
verers  as  there  were  pradii- 
fers,  and  as  many  authors,  as, 
there  were  cutters. # 

Methinks  Men  ought  to  be 
deterr’d  from  this,  not  only  un¬ 
lawful,  but  ridiculous  way  of 
pradtice,  upon  the  confiderati- 
on,  that  they  rather  injure  them- 
felves  than  others. 

How  handsome  a  figure  does 
Mr.  Chefelden  make  in  Mr. 
Douglas’s  Book,  and  what  a 
wretched  appearance  in  his 
own  ? 

In  Mr.  Douglas’s,  he  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  an  honourable  per- 
fon,  ‘  that  has  no  private  view 
£  but  makes  the  good  of  man¬ 
kind 

*  Scd  nunc  ammoto  quxramus  fed  a  ludo. 

Hot 
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*  kind  his  chief  aim,  his  main 
‘  prospedt ;  ’  In  his  own,  he 
feems  to  be  a  Man,  that,  to 
make  a  mean  and  despicable 
profit  to  himself,  would  blemifli 
the  character  of  another  at  any 
rate,  who  had  deserv’d  well  from 
the  world. 

In  Mr.  Douglas’s,  he  appears 
what  he  really  is,  an  expert 
artift ;  in  his  own,  he  feems  to 
be,  not  an  expert  artift,  fo  much, 
as  a  man  of  art  and  craft,  who, 
by  endeavouring  to  be  more 
than  he  is,  makes  himfeif  really 
lefs.  For  while  we  reflect  with 
indignation,  that  he  falfly  amis 
at  being  efteemed  the  author  of 

fnother  man’s  treatise,  we  forget 
hat  he  is,  what  he  really  is, 
lis  equal  in  practice  ;  and  thus, 

E  2  by 
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by  pretending  to  arrogate  the 
honour  of  being  the  head,  he 
loses  the  title  which  he  other?; 
wise  might  have juftiy  claim’d, 
of  being  a  worthy  coadjutor. 

I  don’t  fay  this,  fir,  fo  much 
to  do  Juftice  to  the  lingie  per- 
fon  of  Mr.  John  Douglas,  (for 
I  muft  own,  even  to  you,  that 
till  this  time,  I  had  a  ftrong  pre? 
judice  againft  him)  as  1  do  it 
with  regard  to  the  juftice  that 
is  due  to  all  mankind  ;  because 
I  am  fully  fenlible,  that  if  these 
indiredt  practices  were  to  be 
continu’d,  it  muft  infallibly  dis¬ 
courage  others  from  making 
any  noble  discoveries  of  the 
like  nature. 

Now,  discoveries  are  of  all 
things  the  moft  useful  in  the 

f  5  i  O  *  •  '  i  1  • 

healing 
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healing  art,  and  what,  above 
all,  deserve  our  encouragement 

and  efteem. 

■  > 

Peraulf,  in  his  descriptions 
of  the  illuftrious  men  of  France, 
makes  this  very  juft  and  accu¬ 
rate  observation :  c  Secrets,  fays 
‘  he,  may  be  kept  in  Families, 

4  when  they  only  tend  to  a  lim- 
1  pie  curiolitv,  but  when  they 
*  are  of  use  for  the  preservation 
>  of  life,  methinks  they  ought, 
f  as  much  as  poilible,  to  be  put 
‘  into  the  hands  of  all  the  world, 
f  even  tho’  it  could  not  be  done 
1  without  fullering  lo me  pre- 
f  judice. 

Sydenham  fpeaking  of  agues, 
makes  likewise  this  remark, 
which  is  as  juft  in  diseases  of 

every 
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every  kind.  4  If  any  man  knows 
4  how  to  (lop  the  carreeer  of 
‘  agues,  either  by  a  method,  or : 
‘  fpecifick,  he  is  certainly  oblig’d 

*  to  discover  a  thing  fo  beneli- 1 
‘  cial  to  mankind  ;  but  if  he  re-  i 

*  fuse  to  do  it,  he  is  neither  a 
4  good  citizen,  nor  a  prudent 
4  man  ,  for  it  does  not  become 
4  a  good  citizen  to  reserve  to 

‘  himself  that  which  may  be  ad-  • 

*  vantageous  to  his  fellow-crea- 


‘  tures,  neither  is  it  the  part  of 
4  a  prudent  man,  to  deprive 
4  himself  of  that  blefling  which 

4  he  may  reasonably  expedt  from 
4  heaven,  if  he  makes  it  hisbu- 
4  liness  to  promote  the  good  of 
4  the 


4  Truly, 
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4  Truly,  vertue  and  wisdom 
4  are  more  valu’d  by  good  men, 

4  than  either  riches  or  honours. 

4  There  is  Tays  Dr.  Oliver)  a 
4  regard  to  be  had  to  men  afflid-  - 
4  ed  with  any  diseases,  and  they 
4  fhould  be  treated  with  all  the 
4  resped, tenderness, and  civility 
4  i$  the  world  ;  there  is  a  pity 
4  and  concern  required  from  us, 

4  tor  the  miseries  and  misfor- 
4  tunes  of  men,  and  we  ought 
4  to  be  very  ready  to  aflid  them 
4  on  all  occalions,  and  to  be  then 
4  moll  glad,  when  we  are  mod 
4  ferviceable. 

Thefe  are,  T  mud  own,  in¬ 
genious  refledions ;  but  me- 
thinks,  I  may  add  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  publick  ought 
to  give  fuch  arrids,  all  the  pro- 
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fit  and  honour  that  are  due  to 
fuch  discoveries,  for  fear  they 
Ihould  be  otherwise  tempted,  as 
too  many  have  been,  to  conceal 
them  :  conscious  to  themfelves 
of  how  much  value  fomefecrets 
have  been  while  they  remain’d 
fecrets,  and  of  how  little  value 
they  have  prov’d  to  their  au¬ 
thors,  the  moment  after  they 
have  been  reveald. 

As  Mr .  Douglas  was  perfect¬ 
ly  well  appriz’d  of  this  way  of 
the  world,  I  cannot  help  re¬ 
marking  upon  feme  beautiful 
circumftances  in  his  behaviour 

*r  •  ' 

on  this  occafion. 

He  feems,  as  it  were,  to  have 
forc’d  his  afliftance  upon  us  a- 
gainfl:  our  wills,  and  if  I  may 

use 


t* 
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ise  the  expreflion,  to  have  fav’d 
is  from  our  Lives. 

Even  dead  authors,  whose 
entiments  were  of  the  greateld 
reight,  feem’d  to  have  cool  pi¬ 
ed  with  the  living  pradditioners, 
dio  bore  the  higheft  renown  in 
he  art  of  Surgery,  to  explode 
jnd  banilh  this  operation  from 
(ie  world,  and  effedlually  to  de¬ 
rive  human  nature  of  the  nu¬ 
merous  benefits  ariling  from  it, 
ill  this  young  gentleman  ven- 
ar’d  fingiy  to  combat  for  truth, 
gain  Id  general  prejudice,  and 
ontemning  all  calumnies,  coo¬ 
per’d,  in  the  end,  all  oppofi- 
on  ;  forc’d  it  again  into  re- 
ueid,  and  from  his  own  lingle 
nd  private  practice,  brought  it 
m  be  publick  and  universal. 

1  F  Not- 
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N otw  ithftanding  what  dt 
Franco  fay  s,  that  though  him 
felf  fucceeded,  no  other  Surgeor 
ought  ever  after  to  attempt  it. 

Notwithftanding  after  him 
the  famous  Hildan  diffuades  e 
very  honeft  and  induftriou 
Surgeon  from  fo  perillous  ai 
undertaking. 

Notwithftanding  Fienus  ai 
ferts  de  Franco’s  way  to  be  ut 
terly  impracticable,  becaus< 
wounds  in  the  bladder  are  moi 
tal,  and  can’t  be  consolidatec 
and  therefore  brands  it  with  th 
name  of  a  ralh  undertaking 
which  he  thought  not  worth  h 
while  to  fpeak  of  more  at  larg' 
because  every  body  had  abai 
don’d  and  renounc’d  the  pr; 
(Slice  of  it .  1 


No 
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Notwithstanding  Thevenin, 
in  his  treatise  of  operations  de- 
dares,  that  de  Franco’s  way  is 
lo  more  in  use,  because  the  in- 
:ifion  being  made  in  the  fund 
md  body  of  the  bladder,  causes 
treat  accidents. 

Not  with  handing  the  learned 
drelincourt  had  told  us,  that 
he  Franconian  operation  died 
s  foon  as  it  was  invented,  be- 
ause,  when  the  fund  of  the 
ladder  wras  perforated,  the  u- 

Ine  flow’d  into  the  cavity  of 
le  belly,  and  caused  death. 

Notwithstanding  all  theseau- 
lorities,  which  were  enough  to 
-ter  a  genius  that  was  not  fully 
id  unconquerably  bent  on 
teat  and  extraordinary  disco- 
-ries,  from  looking  any  fur- 

F  2  ther. 
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ther.  This  curious  and  enter- 
priling  artifL  was  bravely  re- 
folv’d  to  carry  fo  useful  an  en¬ 
quiry  to  as  great  a  height,  as 
ever  his  own  genius,  ftudy,  in¬ 
formation,  or  experiment,  could 
poflibly  lead  him. 

Accordingly,  in  the  numerous 
enquiries  which  he  made,  he 
found  as  great  authorities  amon£ 
the  dead  writers,  and  likewise 
living  witnefles  of  his  own  ac 
quaintance,  particularly  Mi 
Amy  and,  his  Majefty’s  Surgeon 
proving,  that  wounds  in  tin 
3ladder  were  not  mortal,  a 
Fienus  has  laid  above,  nor  tha 
they  were  even  very  dangerous 
as  Hildart,  Drelincourt,  and  d 
Franco  himself  afferted  ;  naj 

that' they  were  not  even  fo  dan 

y  ,,  v’  *  -  -  *•  '  gerou: 
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gerous  and  liable  to  accidents, 
(tho  Thevenin  has  been  pleas’d 
to  fay  fo)  viz.  occaiioning  im- 
potencies,  incontinency  of  urine, 
&e.  as  the  way  of  cutting  in  the 
common  operation,  but  had 
been  often  cured  with  the great- 
|  eft  fuccess,  and  without  the.  lead 
ill  consequences,  and  as  these 
later  authorities  were  grounded 
upon  experience,  whereas  the 
former  were  molt  of  them  ima¬ 
ginary,  and  caus’d  by  the  very 
want  of  experience,  he  was  juffc- 
ly  animated  by  the  latter,  more 
than  he  was  discourag’d  by  the 
former. 

Again,  he  very  rationally  ar¬ 
gues  with  himself,  that  moil:  of 
the  wounds  in  the  bladder,  fo 
cur’d,  as  abo ve-mention’d ,  were 

uncouth 
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uncouth  and  irregular  wounds, 
and  consequently  the  harder  to 
cure,  being  made  by  improper 
inftruments,  as  fwords,  bullets, 
and  the  horns  of  wild  beafts, 
the  random  work  of  chance,  and 
he  juftly  concludes,  a  fortiori, 
that  artificial  wounds  made  in 
the  mod:  proper  place,  4  with 
4  proper  inftruments,  and  all  ne- 
4  ceffary  precautions,  would  fuc- 
( ceed  with  much  less  trouble, 
4  and  much  more  certainty. 5 

When  he  had  thus  boldly, 
but  juftly,  reason’d  with  him- 
felf,  he,  with  no  less  juftice  and 
caution,  proceeds  in  his  manner 
of  acting,  than  he  had  done  be¬ 
fore  in  his  method  of  thinking. 
As  he  would  not  reft  conten¬ 
ted  with  Tare  authorities,  un- 

fupported 
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fupported  by  experience,  to 
ground  his  opinion  in  fpecula- 
tion  ;  fo  neither  would  he  re¬ 
main  fatisfy’d  with  both  the  au¬ 
thority  and  experience  of  other 
persons  join’d  together,  as  fuffi- 
cient  motives  for  him  to  un¬ 
dertake  the  practice,  till  he  had 
confirm  d  both  by  frequent  ex¬ 
periments  of  his  own,  wisely 
and  innocently  try’d  upon  dead 
bodies. 

After  he  had  with  a  vafl:  deal 
of  trouble  and  pains,  try’d  ex¬ 
periment  after  experiment,  up¬ 
on  numbers  of  dead  bodies,  to 
make  himself  dextrous  and  ex- 

|)ert,  in  his  then  intended  pra¬ 
ctice;  after  he  had  even  had 
he  courage  to  try  upon  two  li¬ 
ving: 
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ving  persons,  he  then  came  and 
presented  them  before  a  very 
publick  Company,  when  one  of 
the  Cutters  viewing  the  cicatri¬ 
ces  of  the  wounds,  was  pleas’d 
immediately,  without  more  a- 
do,  to  affert,  that  they  appear’d 
to  him  to  have  been  made  with 
caufticks.  This,  mull  certainly 
have  been  a  very  great  fhock 
to  mod  eft  y,  provided  that  mo- 
defty  had  not  been  accompany’d 
with  equal  courage  ;  but  as 
one  vertue  fupported*the  other, 
he  got  the  better  of  this  ob¬ 
jection,  which,  he  had  no  foon- 
er  done,  but  a  frelh  one  was 
rais’d  againft  him. 

The  next  cry  was,  that  tho’ 
boys  could  be  cur’d  this  way,  yet 
men  could  receive  no  advantage 

from 
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From  his  projected  method ;  and 
this  argument,  it  feems,  was  fo 
dextroufly  manag’d  againft  him, 
that  it  loft  him  a  very  good 
patient,  and  the  gentleman  his 

life. 

Neither  were  objections  only 
rais’d  againft  him  in  discourse, 
and  by  carrying  about  flying  re¬ 
ports  from  place  to  place,  to 
his  disadvantage,  *  but  pam¬ 
phlets  upon  pamphlets  are  pub- 
lilh’d  againft  him,  to  injure  his 
character  and  wound  his  fame; 
to  ridicule  his  abilities,  to  mis- 
epresent  him  as  no  better  than 

G  a 


*  A  Pamphlet  entitled,  Animadvcrfions  oa 
1  late  Treatife,  entitled,  .Lirhotomia  Douglafli- 
anaj  and  another  Pamphlet  entiled, 

The  Second  Edition  of  the  Scotch  Do£ror,  td 
which  is  added,  a  wonderful  relation  of  deFfarb 
ds  Ghoft  5  both  printed  for  J>  Roberts  lit 
wick-  Lane* 
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a  meer  Empirick,  and  a  vain 
boalTer,  and  to  expose  his  pre- 
tenlions  as  chimerical  and  im- 
poflible,  grounded  upon  no  more 
than  an  ipse  dixit,  to  juggle 
men  out  of  their  lives  and  mo¬ 
ney  too.  A  harlh  and  dread¬ 
ful  charge  this  !  and  the  pam¬ 
phleteer  himself,  (tho  a  very 
;  Tcurrilous  one)  feem’d  fo  fenli- 
ble  of  the  heaviness  of .  the 
charge,  that  he  fays,  ‘  if  at 
i  any  time  the  contrary  is  made 
*  appear,  I  lhall  be  ready  to 
£  acknowledge  the  injuftice  of 
‘  my  own,  and  others  censures, 
i  in  a  pubiick  recantation  in  print, 
i  as  I  here  charge  them  :  This 
was  a  fair  promise  of  the  pam¬ 
phleteer,  after  fo  foul  a  Charge, 
but  remains  yet  unperform’d. 
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'or  the  contrary  has  long-  iince 
>een  made  appear,  but  the  pub- 
ick  recantation  has  not  yet 
ppear’d. 

These  ftruggles  however, did 
y  no  means  discourage  him 
om  going  on  with  an  attempt, 
hich  he  knew  would  prove  for 
e  general  good  of  mankind  ; 
f  next  address’d  the  Surgeons 
jtheHofpitals,  and  all  of  them 
,  except  Mr.  Cheielden,  reje- 


:d  his  proposals.  Mr.  Che- 


f 


fen,  to  his  honour  be  it  fpo- 

examin’d  into' the  T  ruth, 

approv’d  the  method,  or 
icrwise,  in  all  probability, 
afflicted  with  that  terrible 
emper  had  remain’d  to  this 
[  >  without  the  benefit  of  this 
ance  ;  And  now,  at  laid, 
G  2  iince 
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fince  this  practice  is  universally 
allow’d  and  con*  in  vogue 
now,  that  the  whole  Society  oi 
Surgeons  have  unanimouiiy  ad¬ 
mitted  Mr.  Douglas,  as  one  oi 
their  honorary  Members,  upor 
that  very  account ;  Why  iww 

truly,  .Mr.Chefeldenhimseden 

devours,  as  far  as  in  hr®  M 
to  rob  him  of  his  fame,  as  r 

has  been  already  too  frequent! 
robb’d  of  his  patients.  Mr.  Ui< 
felden  would  arrogate  to  himse 
the  chief  merits  of  these  per  o 
mances,  tho’  he  can  but  pi 
tend  to  the  fecond  honours 
the  day,  and  ought,  lnitead 
presuming  to  be  the  leading  m 
in  that  wav,  to  be  contented  wj 
what  is  a  fufficient  honour 
him,  the  having  been  the  ft 


4* 
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approver,  and  introducer,  of  the 
person  who  projected  this,  for 

the  good  of  mankind. 

We  find  that  this  was  the 
invention  of  former  days,  but 
no  body  had  the  courage  to  per¬ 
form  it.  Roffetus  frequently  la¬ 
mented  his  want  of  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  trying  it ;  de  Franco  did 
try  it,  and  tho’  he  even  fuccecded, 
wanted  courage  to  recommend 
the  prabhce  of  it  to  others. 
Hence  every  mandeclin  d  the  o- 
peration :  Mr.  Douglas  effectual¬ 
ly  read  the  theory,  and  was  (not- 
withflanding  what  Mr.  Chefel- 
den  fo  craftily  infinuates  to  the 
contrary)  the  fir  ft  bold  adven¬ 
turer,  but  not  bolder  than  he 
was  wise  ;  for  after  trying  it  on 
dead  bodies,  he  has  turn  d  it 
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with  great  fuccess  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  living,  and  had  he 
li  v’d  in  any  other  age,  he  would 
not  probably  have  met  with  fo 
man  y  d  iscouragements.  But, that, 
inftead  of  wounding  his  chara¬ 
cter,  redounds  as  much  to  his 
fame,  as  w  hat  he  has  done,  does 
to  the  benefit  of  mankind. 

How  different  were  the  cen- 
fures  of  former  ages  from  these 
of  ours  ;  Marcus  Aurelius  Se¬ 
verinus,  in  his  excellent  piece,  de 
Medicina  Efficaci,  tells  us  of  a 
lvound  of  the  abdomen,  where 
the  intelfine  forc’d  itfelf  out, 
and  being  fo  inflated,  could  by 
no  means  be  reffore  1  to  its  pro¬ 
per  place ;  it  eluded  the  force  of 
medicines,  the  ftrength  of  the 
hand,  as  it  did  all  their  cunning 

In- 
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Inventions ;  it  was  dangerous 
to  dilate  the  wound,  for  the  pa- 
dent  wanted  Strength  to  under¬ 
go  fo  fevere  an  operation.  A- 
tnong  all  these  difficulties,  Mon- 
ieur  Pigray,  an  able  Surgeon, 
rethought  himself  of  pricking 
t  gently  with  the  point  of  a  fine 
leedle,  which  made  the  patient 
>y  the  force  of  nature,  in  an  in- 
tant  to  draw  it  in,  and  when  it 
etir’d,  he  immediately  Hitch’d 
ip  the  wound,  and  foon  com- 
leated  a  cure. 

This  aCtion  induces  him  to 
lake  an  ingenious  and  ingenu- 
uous  reflection,  that  Pigray  de- 
Tves  to  beeverlaftingly  record- 
d  for  that  lingle  adtion,  if  he 
ad  never  done  any  thing  memo- 
ible  befides,  in  the  healing  art : 

and 
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and  here  I  mu  ft  put  this  quefti- 
on  a  fortiori,  how  would  this 
great  man,  if  he  had  liv’d  in 
our  days  been  lavilli  of  his  eu¬ 
logies,  in  favour  of  a  person, 

whom  we  are  not  alham’d  to 

/ 

flight  and  despise  ? 

.  The  author,  whom  I  lafl:  men¬ 
tion’d,  was  a  miracle  of  wit,  and 
wisdom,  who  had  colle&ed  the 
belt  fentiments  of  all  who  liv’d 
and  writ  before  him ;  and  as  the 
famous  Bartholine  fays,  he  was 
aftonilh’d  at  the  profoundness 
of  his  works :  his  Book,  de  ab 
fcondita  abscefluum  natura,  is  j 
lafting  monument  of  his  greati 
nefs,  and  he,  well  worthy  of  th< 
imitation  of  the  brightefl:  Spi 
rits  this  age  has  produc’d. 
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Now  Sir  if  the  Phyficians 
and  Surgeons  of  our  times, 
would  fhow  the  fame  forward- 
nefs,  and  the  fame  ardour,  in 
encouraging  merit,  as  Severinus 
has  done ;  we  might,  perhaps, 
once  more  fee  the  day,  when  all 
the  discoveries  of  antiquity 
would  break  out  afrelh,  into 

i’  eir  former  luftre,  and  be  hap¬ 
ly  prabtis’d  by  modern  hands, 
the  unspeakable  benefit  of 
ankind.  * 

And  indeed,  Boerhave,  w  ho 
one  of  the  moll:  celebrated 
•ofeffors  of  phyfick,  that  Eu- 
>pe  has  produc’d  ;  who  has 
ad  almoll  every  thing  that  is 
orth  reading  in  any  language, 
is  given  Mr  Douglas  a  cha- 

H  rabler. 


*  Several  operations  of  theantients,  are  loft  ;  at  le aft,  lo  uncer- 
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racier,  that  makes  amends  for 
all  the  other  flights  put  together, 
which  he  either  has,  or  lliall 
meet  with,  when  he  fays,  ‘  I 
£  could  will  I  were  a  crown’d 
£  head,  if  it  were  for  no  other 
£  end,  than  to  have  it  in  my  pow- 
‘  er  to  reward  that  bold  Britton, 
‘  who  firft  ventur’d  to  cut  for 
‘  the  ftone  in  the  High  wav.  5 
This  faying,  is  at  the  fame 
time  both  an  honour  and  fhame 
to  our  nation  :  It  is  an  honour 
to  the  I  hand  to  have  produc’d 
fuch  merit,  but  a  lhame  to  us, 
that  we  afterwards,  either  op- 
prefs’d  or  negledted  it ;  and  that 
one  of  the  learned ’ft  foreigners 
now  living,  fbould  be  the  only 
man  to  witness  to  fuch  worth, 
in  a  genius  of  Brittain,  of  which 

nnr  own  nativpc  pif-lnpr  pn. 
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tirely  filent,  or,  what  is  fall 
worse,  fpeak  in  the  moft  un- 
landsome  terms. 

It  is  with  this  view  only  I 
peak  of  Mr.  Douglas,  because 
lis  lntereft  in  this,  feems  inter¬ 
woven  with  that  of  many  others, 
know  not  how  foon  it  might 
e  my  own  fate,  to  be  thus  fup- 
lanted  if  a  delign,  which  I 
ave  had  fome  time  in  view, 
tou’d  be  put  in  execution;  and 
om  thence  the  excellencies  and 
1  vantages  of  a  certain  practice, 
iould  be  reviv’d  and  brought 
to  use,  which  has  lain  aileep 
r  many  ages:  But  really  I 
uO:  avow  this  truth,  that  if 
ofe  who  have  labour’d  hard 
r  the  publick  good,  be  any 
nger  thus  discourag’d,  I  fhall 

temnfprl  fh  1 L-  f* rrv  mi  4- Ik 
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defign,  and  even,  if  I  had  rea- 
fon  to  think  no  person  after 
would  be  fo  happy  to  revive  it, 
let  it,  for  my  part,  lie  for  ever 
buried  in  oblivion. 

Hence,  Mr.  Chefelden  can’t 
find  fault,  that  he  has  met  with 
this  honeffc  reprimand,  but 
would  do  well  to  own,  that  he 
feels  a  due  compunction  of  heart 
after  fo  full  and  plenary  a  con 
viction,  that  he  has  done  s 
thing,  which  gives  fo  ill  exam 
pie,  and  may  be  attended  witl 
many  consequences  detrimenta 
to  the  interel't  of  his  fellov 
creatures.  *  I  am, 

Sir, 

Tours,  -6 ft 

*  Siquidem  mea  opinione,  nihil  iniquius,  nihil  turpius,  nil 
que  fedius,  quain  lurtivis,  inftar  JEiopicx  Corniculie,  alion 

I  m  i  Li-ifA 


TO  THE 


REA 


have,  in  order  to  make 
good  the  charge  againft 

Mr.G  H  ESELDEN,  Col- 

ated  his  treatise,  on  the  High 
operation,  with  Mr.  Douglas’s 
Athotomia,  or  Method  of  Gat¬ 
ing  for  the  Stone ;  and  in  juftice 
o  both,  plac’d  what  has  been 
aid  by  each,  under  their  re¬ 
petitive  names ;  by  which,  with- 
>ut  much  trouble,  it  may  ap- 
>ear  to  others,  as  it  has  done 
ilainly  to  me,  that  I  had  folid 
nd  fufficient  Reafons  to  ground 
very  part  of  my  charge  upon. 

H  "  A  P- 
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Mr.  Doug  las. 


Ithotomia  Douglaffiana :  or  2 
new  method  of  Cutting  for  the 
Stone,  firft  practised  by  John 
Douglas"  Surgeon,  F.  R.  S.  Illuftrated 
with  feveral  Copper  Plates.  London; 
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C  e  L  s  U  s  ’  s  Method. 

The  method  of  operating  used  by  tb 
antient  Grecians,  Latins,  and  Arabians 
was  firft  describ’d  by  A.  C.  Celsus,  whenc 
it  was  call’d  Celiica :  afterwards  Apparatu 
L  linor,  and  now  cutting  on  the  gripe,  vid 
pag.  14. 


Mar 
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•tat  contra,  didtque  tibi,tua pagina fur  es  mart. 


Mr.  Cheseiden. 


Treatise  on  the  High  Operation 
for  the  Stone,  with  leventeen 
Copper  Plates.  By  William 


tal  in  Southwark,  and  F.  R.S.  London, 


'H- 


efelden  Surgeon  to  St.  Thomas’s  Hof 


Celsus’s  Method. 

The  moll  ancient  way  of  cutting  for 
:  ftone,  is  that  described  by  Auius  Cor- 
ius  Celsus,  as  it  was  practised  by  the 
eeks  and  Romans,  now  called  cutting 
on  the  gripe,  or  with  the  Idler  Appara- 
•  vid.  pre£  pag.  i. 
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Mr.  Douglas. 

M aria n us ’s  Method. 

This  Method  of  operating  was  inventec 
and  practised  by  To.  de  Romanis,  but  wa: 
hr  ft  publiihed  by  his  Disciple,  Marianu: 
San&us  Barolitanus,  whence  it  was  callec 
Mariana,  afterwards  Apparatus  Major,  (be 
cause  of  the  great  number  of  Inftrument 
used  in  making  it)  and  now,  Cutting  oi 
theStaffe.  p  17? 

V- 

Frere  Jacque’s  Method, 

Is  very  exa£tly  describ  d,  and  its  incot 
veniencies  {hewn,  by  that  excellent  Su 
eeon,  MonfieurMery,  as  also  by  Monfiei 
Dionis,  to  whom  I  refer  the  incpiiutr 

reader. 

•  v 

Dr.  Rau’s  Method. 

I  am  informed,  that  Dr.  Rau  had  ve 
extraordinary  fuccess,  and  tho  he  cut  u 
on  a  Staff,  he  made  the  wound  very  ne 
the  fame  place,  as  in  cutting  on  the  Grip 
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Mr.  Cheselden. 

v 

Marianus’s  Method. 

I  n  the  year  1 5  2.4-  Marianus  puolifhed 
an  account  of  the  way  of  cutting  upon  the 
ftaff,  or  with  the  greater  Apparatus,  which 
his  Mailer  Joannes  de  Romanis,  of  Cre¬ 
mona  in  Italy,  invented  and  practised  with 

good  fuccefs.  P- 1U 


Frere  J a c qu e’s  Method. 

In  the  year  1  <>5>7*  frcre  JacclueS;>  as 
Dionis  relates,  an  ecclefiaftick  in  France, 
came  to  Paris  to  pradise  his  new  invented 
way  of  cutting  for  the  (lone,  which  was 
by  the  direction  of  a  ftaff  into  the  Bladder, 

near  the  Redum,  &c.  P*  1  1 


Mr.  R  A  u  ’  s  Method. 

But  the  late  Mr.  Rau,  profeftor  of  ana¬ 
tomy  at  Leyden,  perform’d  it  afterwards 
in  Holland,  cutting  exadly  between  the 

entrance  of  the  ureters,  and  with  great  iuc- 
^ .  •  cess. 
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and  fo  went  dire<SUy  into  the  Cavity  of  the 
Bladder,  without  touching  the  Urethra, 
^  n  the  common  way. 

I  do  not  hear  that  he  has  publilli  d  any 
account  of  it  himself  and  therefore  refer 
the  curious  to  the  learned  Profeflors  at  Ley-* 
den,  who  were  Eye-Witnefles  of  his  dex¬ 
terity  and  fuccess,  for  a  more  particular 
description  of  it.  p-  3 1  • 

Rossetus’s  Scheme. 

My  Friend,  Dr.  Horseman,  brought 
me  from  Paris  in  November  laft,  the  fe- 
cond  Edition  ofRofletus  de  partu  C^sareo, 
printed  in  1 5  po.  In  which  I  find  the  high 
operation  proposed  and  described  with 
gieat  judgment,  fagacity,  and  exactness. 

He  proposes  three  ways,  of  making  this 
operation,  in  all  which  the  bladder  muff 
be  diftended  with  fome  licjuor.  p.  ij. 

£  I  have  a  great  while  imagin’d,  that  the 
f  Stone  might  fafely  be  ex  trailed  through 
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ess.  In  my  opinion,  this  way  of  cutting 
xceeds  the  two  former,  and  would  be 
et  better,  if  the  bladder  was  fill’d  with 
rater  before  the  operation. 


Rossetus. 

Roflet  (vid.  p.  3  7.)  recommends  the 
ping  this  operation  in  another  way;  he 
escribes  the  parts  like  a  good  Anatomift, 
idjudicioufly  fhews  what  fhould  be  done, 
ad  what  avoided.  Yet  his  bell  method 
t  operating,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  alto- 
ether  perfedt.  He  exhorts  Surgeons  to 
lake  this  Operation ;  *  Sine  metu  calum- 
ni^’,  —  poflit,  6c  debeat,  though  he  ne- 
er  did  it  himself  upon  living  Bodies,  and 
>r  fome  time  deferred  even  the  publifhing 
is  thoughts  about  it,  c  Per  abdomen  cy- 
fotomiam  absolvi  feliciter  pofTe  jamdu- 
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Mr.  Douglas. 

‘  theHypogaftrium,  but  the  novelty  of  the 
c  operation,  and  the  unbridled  Tongues  oi 
5  malicious  peo  pie  ,  deter’d  mefromit.  p.27 

Pierre  dePranco’s  Method. 

What  Authors  call  the  High  Operation 
i.  e.*  cutting  for  the  ft  one,  on  the  lowei 
part  of  the  Belly,  was  firft  pradtised  bj 
Peter  de  Franco  of  Turriere,  in  Provence 
of  which  he  gives  the  following  account 
in  his  Treatise  of  Hernia’s,  publiflred  ai 
Lyons,  1581.  vid,  p.  24,  2,5.  . 

In  page  z6.  Mr.  Douglas  /peaking  o 
de  Franco,  fays  $  Though  he  fucceededj 
we  ought  never  to  attempt  it  j  For  whicl 
he  is  /everely  reprehended  by  the  mol 
judicious  .Pvofietus,  in  the/e  words, 

£  But  I  very  much  wonder  why,  afte: 
£  his  Success,  he  fhould  advise  us  not  tt 
£  attempt  this  method.  Did  that  gooc 
£  man  envy  mankind  the  happiness  of  hi 
£  discovery,  though  accidental,  and  as  i 
£  were  forc’d  upon  him,  or  was  he  afraic 
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<dum  augurabar,  fed  operis  novitas  8c 
c  thrasonum  quorundarn  os  infrene  nnhi 
f  filentium  imperabant.  pref.  p.  v. 

Pierre  de  Franco, 

Is  the  hr  ft  Author  that  mentions  cut¬ 
ting  for  the  hone  above  the  os  pubis,  he 
(ays  his  operation  fucceeded  in  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  manner,  yet  he  discourages  others 
from  performing  it,  for  which  Roflec 
censures  him  feverely.  p.  iv. 


But  I  cannot  forbear  very  much  won¬ 
dering,  why  he  iliould  afterwards  discou¬ 
rage  others  from  attempting  the  like  ope¬ 
ration.  Does  that  good  man  envy  man¬ 
kind  the  happinefs  of  the  invention  (al¬ 
though  accidental  and  forced  upon  him) 
or  is  he  afraid  it  will  leffen  his  own  and. 

I  col- 


$8  APPENDIX. 

Indice  non  opus  eft,  noftris  nec  vindice  libn  \ 
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‘  that  it  would  be  detrimental  to  him  and 
‘  his  Fraternity,  or  did  he  fear  being  expelled 
‘  their  Society  in  an  ignominious  manner; 
‘  Of  what  use  would  his  discovery  have 
c  been  to  Pofterity,  when  he  forbids  us  tc 
‘  practice  it,  even  on  the  mod  promifine 
‘  Subjects  5  though  he  himself  lucceeded 
‘  on  an  Infant  worn  out  and  half  dead 
*  with  Pain,  after  all  other  methods  hac 
f  been  try’d  in  vain.  p.  28. 


Mr.  Rofletus’s  Book,  de  partu  Csla- 
reo,  (in  which  he  proposes  this  new  Me¬ 
thod  of  cutting  for  the  done)  being  fo  very 
excellent,  and  fo  very  hard  to  be  met  with, 
I  thought  I  could  not  oblige  the  reader 

more 
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collegiates  gains  '■  or  does  he  dread  their 
branding  him  with  fome  mark  of  infa¬ 
my,  or  their  expelling  him  their  fraterni¬ 
ty  and  company,  as  if  he  had  disgracd 
the  reft  of  his  brethren,  by  out-doing  them  ? 
for  what  fliall  hereafter  prevent  that  ope¬ 
ration’s  being  again  fuccefsful,  which  has 
already  been  experienced  to  have  been  fo  ? 
and  why  fhould  not  that  operation  be  fuc¬ 
cefsful,  where  the  patient  has  good  ftrength, 
which  has  been  known  to  have  been  fo, 
where  the  patient  was  a  little  infant,  al- 
moft  dead,  his  Strength  being  worn  out, 
havin°'  been  miserably  tormented,  all  o- 
ther  methods  being  tried  upon  him  be¬ 
fore  to  no  purpose?  p-  $7- 

In  my  own  account  of  this  Operation, 
I  have  fairly  fet  down  every  thing  that  I 
judged  moft  material  to  be  known,  with* 
out’the  leaft  disguise  or  partiality  to  my 
felf,  and  that  the  Reader  might  fee  what 
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more,  than  by  reprinting  all  that  he  {ays 
about  it,  in  the  lame  order  it  was  wrote ; 
that  thereby  every  one  may  fee,  what  an 
ineftimable  Jewel  has  lain  neglected,  for  a- 
bove  one  hundred  and  thirty  Years,  in  the 
duft  ot  Antiquity  j  and  there  it  might  ffcill 
have  lain,  had  not  i  both  improved,  and 
luccessfully  executed  hisDefign,  by  which, 
we  ought  to  be  encourag’d  to  (earch  more 
carefully  ( than  hitherto  we  have  done)  in¬ 
to  the  relidts  of  those  antient  and  divine 
Men,  in  (lead  of  contemning  them,  as  the 
is  among  those,  who  know  little, 
and  have  read  nothing;  and  who  knows 
what  farther  discoveries  may  be  foon 
made?  p.  7;. 

Mr.  Douglas  farther  adds. 

This  excellent  Author  has  certainly  been 
very  little  read,  or  very  ill  underftood,  els  e 
this  method  had  not  been  fo  long  a  fecret : 
Had  I  been  (o  lucky  as  to  have  met  with 
that  invaluable  Book,  before  I  had  cut  li- 
ying  bodies,  it  would  have  laved  me  a  vafi: 
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had  been  before  done,  and  that  I  might 
not  be  fuspedbed  of  arrogating  to  my  (elf 
any  part  of  this  Operation,  which  was  not 
my  own  invention  (which  Iconfoss  is  very 
little)  I  have  added  to  it  a  tranflation  of 
$  been  writ  upon  the  fubjedb  by 

everal  Authors,  and  though  that  of  Roflet 
(nay  appear  in  fome  places  not  very  intei- 
igible,  yet  those  who  know  the  Author 
ill  find  he  has  noinjuftice  done  him.  p.ix. 
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deal  of  thought,  labour,  and  expence,  in 
composing  the  theory  of  my  operation,  it 
is  fo  clearly  And  evidently  demonftrated, 
and  accounted  tor,  in  that  profound  and 
venerable  author.  p.  32.. 

Mr.  Douglas  has  likewise  given  us  all 
that  Roffet  wrote,  concerning  the  High 
Operation,  in  Roffets  own  words  in  Latin,' 
from  p.  75,  to  1 2.0. 

In  the  oje&ions  againft  this  method; 
formerly  answer’d :  The  firft  is.  That  the 
Guts  will  burft  out  at  the  Wound;  th^ 
answer  is.  That  the  Inteftines  are  kept  fron ; 
burfting  out  at  the  Wound  by  the  PeritO' 
nreum,  which  is  fituated  between  the  blad¬ 
der  and  the  Bowels.  p  .66. 

But  as  the  Peritonaeum  may  happen  t< 
be  wounded,  Mr.  Douglas  gives  us  thi 
proof,  that  fuch  a  wound  is  not  extremehl 
dangerous.  In  this  patient  (fays  hel 
(meaning  the  fourth  he  cut,)  I  made  ,  } 
(mall  wound  in  the  peritonxum,  througl 
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From  Page  3  7.  of  his  Book,  to  p.  13  9. 
he  has  caused  to  be  tranflated  all  that 
Roflet  wrote  concerning  the  high  opera¬ 
tion,  into  Englilh. 

In  this  Author  particularly,  (meaning 
Roflet)  every  objection  that  might  be  raised 
againft:  this  way  of  cutting  is  fully  answer¬ 
ed,  except  that  of  the  Inteftines  being  lia¬ 
ble  to  be  let  out  of  the  abdomen,  which 
indeed  is  terrible,  but  even  that  is  not  mor¬ 
tal,  as  I  have  fliewn  by  the  two  cases  in 
the  Appendix.  p.  ix. 

Remark. 

These  two  Cases  (between  which  and 
the  case  in  hand  there  is  no  manner  of  ana¬ 
logy)  might  have  been  express’d  in  two 
lines,  are  pompoufly  let  forth  with  a  par¬ 
ticular  title-page,  two  Copper-plates,  and 

other 
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which  I  faw  the  Inteftines  present  them- 
felves,  but  I  puih’d  them  back  with  my 
Fingers,  and  ftitched  the  Skin,  and  we 
had  no  farther  inconveniency  from  it ;  the 
Boy  at  this  very  time  ferves  Dr.  Stewart  in 
Pall-Mall.  P-  $9* 

A?  * 

The  Patient  is  to  be  placed  flat  upon  his 
back  on  the  table,  with  a  thick  pillow  un¬ 
der  his  head,  then  his  wrifts  and  ancles  are 
to  be  faften’d  together  with  ftraps.  . 

The  Operation  confifts  of  three  parts. 

Firft,  In  filling  the  bladder,  which  is 
done  thus  j  Pass  the  Catheter,  Tab.  4. 
fig.  1:  then  draw  out  the  Stiller,  fig.  2. 
then  fill  the  lyring,  fig.  7.  with  luke-warm 
water,  then  fix  it  to  the  brass  head  of  the 
flexible  tube,  fig.  4.  with  the  key,  fig.  8. 
then  order  your  afliftant  to  gripe  the  penis, 
(o  as  the  water  may  not  regurgitate,  then 
press  the  water  leisurely  into  the  bladder, 
until  you  perceive  it  is  raised  fo  far  above 
the  os  pubis,  that  there  is  room  enough 
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j  ,  ‘  , 

other  Ornaments,  that  they  are  extended 
From  page  i  z  3 ,  to  1 8  o,  which,  as  it  fi- 
nilhes  his  Book,  lb  it  finiflies  the  whole 
Ihow,  the  Book,  in  that  fense,  being  all 
of  a  piece. 

The  patient  being  placed  upon  a  bed 
br  quilt  laid  upon  a  Table,  with  his  head 
on  a  pillow,  his  legs  off  the  table,  his 
thighs  railed,  and  his  back  a  little  hollow, 
fo  as  to  relax  the  abdominal  muffles ;  then 
we  pals  a  ligature  looffly  above  each  knee, 
and  fallen  it  to  the  outlide  of  the  table, 
the  affillant  on  each  fide  holding  his 
hands.  And  having  paffed  the  catheter  j 
another  affillant  grafping  the  penis  gently 
with  his  hand,  to  prevent  a  reflux  of  the 
Water-  we  inject  as  much  warm  barly 
water  as  will  fill  the  bladder  to  its  utmoll 
natural  dillention,  more  being  of  little  or 
no  use  to  the  operation  j  but  very  painful, 
if  not  dangerous,  to  the  patient.  Into  a 

K  rna 
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to  make  a  fufficient  incifion  into  it,  thei 
withdraw  the  (yring,  and  get  the  penis  ah 
fiftant  to  extradt  the  catheter  very  gently, 
taking  particular  care  to  ftraiten  his  gripe, 
(o  as  none  of  the  water  follows  it,  then  lei 
him  turn  the  penis  down  towards  the  anus 
which  will  hinder  the  water  from  (pur ting 
out,  and  also  keep  his  hand  out  of  the  way 
N.  B.  If  the  bladder  is  filled  too  full  ii 
gives  great  pain,  relaxes  its  fibres  fo  much, 
that  they  will  with  great  difficulty,  if  ever, 
recover  their  natural  tone,  and  forcibly  (e 
parates  the  peritonaeum  from  the  muscle 
of  the  abdomen,  which  may  occafion  in¬ 
flammations,  impofthumations,  &c. 

If  it  is  not  filled  enough,  it  will  be  im 
poffible  to  make  a  fufficient  incifion  intc 
it,  and  consequently  to  ext  raft  the  done 
without  contufing  and  lacerating  the  parts, 
as  in  the  common  operations. 

The  medium  between  these  two  ex 
rreams  nuift  be  found  out 
of  the  operator. 

*'  Secondly 


by  the  (agacit) 
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man  full  grown  may  be  injected  near 
twelve  ounces,  and  into  a  boy  nine  years 
old,  about  eight  ounces  $  allowance  being 
made  for  the  hze  of  the  ftotie,  which  be¬ 
ing  difficult  to  do  exactly,  the  proper 
quantity  for  every  patient,  may,  I  think, 
be  more  certainly  known  from  the  fwell- 
ing  of  the  abdomen  juft  above  the  os  pu¬ 
bis,  if  the  integuments  are  thin  •,  by  the 
patients  growing  uneasy  from  the  extenfi- 
on  of  the  bladder ;  and  from  the  refinance 
which  the  operator  feels  to  the  injection. 
And  that  we  may  the  better  judge  with  what 
quantity  of  water  we  diftend  the  bladder, 
the  urine  fhould  be  discharged,  before  the 
injection  is  made.  And  because  an  im¬ 
mediate  connexion  of  the  iyringe  and  the 
catheter,  without  the  intervention  of  a 
flexible  tube,  would  make  the  catheter  too 
liable  to  be  moved  in  the  bladder,  and 
rive  great  unealincfs :  I  therefore  join’d 
them  together  by  an  oxes  ureter  (via.  tab. 
VII.)  which  effectually  prevented  that  in- 

K  z  con- 
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Secondly,  In  making  the  wound,  which 
is  done  thus: 

T  cii.ee  the  hr  ft  knife,  fig.  9.  and  cut  ai 
leisure,  and  with  a  fteady  hand  exa&ly  ir 
the  middle,  from  near  the  upper  part  oi 
the  tumor  of  the  bladder,  or  lower  accord 
ing  to  the  computed  bignefs  of  the  ftone 
clown  to  the  os  pubis,  continue  the  inci- 
h on  till  you  have  got  fo  low,  that  you  car; 
diftincl'ly  feel  the  fluctuation  of  the  hquoi 
in  the  bladder  with  vour  fingers 


s 


v/ill  happen  before  you  are  quite  througl 
tire  muscles)  then  wipe  oft  the  blood  wit! 


the  fpunge  wrung  out  of  warm  water,  ther 
take  the  fecond  knife,  fig.  1  o.  and  place; 
its  back  in  the  middle  of  the  os  pubis,  ther 
run  its  point  down  towards  the  collum  ve 
free,  until  you  get  into  the  cavity  of  thd 
bladder  (which  is  discover’d  by  the  iffuinj 
out  of  the  water)  the  1  holding  your  knife 
in  a  perpendicular  line,  run  it  along  very 
quickly  towards  the  fund  of  the  bladder, 
as  far  as  necefti 


*  » 


.  j  . 


NT  n  T< 
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convenience.  But  before  we  leave  this  part 
of  the  operation,  I  mull  recommend  the 
palling  the  catheter  deliberately, and  gently, 
choofing  rather  to  leem  lels  artful  in  doing 
it,  than  fecretly  to  hurt  the  patient,  for  the 
reputation  of  doing  it  quick  and  dextrous- 
ly:  and  indeed  I  judge  this  no  unneceflary 
caution  in  every  part  of  the  operation. 

The  bladder  being  filled,  and  the  ca¬ 
theter  drawn  out  the  affiftant  muff  conti¬ 
nue  to  hold  the  penis  until  the  incifion  is 
made  into  the  bladder ;  I  think  it  may  be 
beft  held  between  the  fore-fingers,  or  the 
fore-finger  and  thumb,  the  alliftants 
hand  being  placed  between  the  patient’s 
thighs,  for  m  this  manner  the  penis  may 
be  lo  held,  that  neither  the  skin  of  the  ab¬ 
domen  flail  be  any  way  extended,  nor 
the  afiritants  hand  interrupt  the  operator. 
The  firft  incifion  may  be  made  with  a 
round  edged  knife  (vid.  tab.  VII.  A.) 
through  the  skin,  the  membrana  adiposa, 
between  the  musculi  recti  and  pyramidales. 
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N.  B.  If  the  wound  in  the  bladder  is 
made  too  large,  then  you  are  in  danger  of 
penetrating  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 

If  it  is  made  too  final!,  then  you  can¬ 
not  extract  the  ftone,  but  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty,  it  being  hardly  poffible  to  enlarge 
the  wound  afterwards  with  fafety. 


The  incifionof  the  skin,  andmajorpart 
of  the  muscles,  ought  always  to  be  larger 
than  that  of  the  bladder,  which  will,  very 
much  facilitate  the  extraction  of  the  ftone. 

Thirdly,  in  extracting  the  ftone,  which 
is  done  thus : 


The  wound  being  made,  pass  the  fore 
and  middle  fingers  oi  your  left  hand  into 
the  bladder,  to  examine  the  figure  and 

bigness  of  the  ftone,  then  if  fmall,  pass 

^  '  *■  . 

the  fore  and  middle  fingers  of  the  right, 
into  the  anus,  and  raise  it  up  towards  the 
wound,  then  you  can  eahly  catch  hold  of 
it  with  your  fingers  that  are  in  the  wound, 
and  draw  it  out :  but  it  it  is  large  after  ha- 
ving  discovered  its  figure  by  your  fingers, 
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even  to  the  bladder  near  the  os  pubis  5  for 
in  that  part  it  may  be  done  fifthly,  the 
bladder  there  not  lying  close  to  the  integu- 
I  ments :  (vid.  tab.  V.  i  this  firft  incision  in 
a  man  may  be  about  four  inches  long,  one 
end  of  it  extending  alrnoft  to  the  skin  of 
the  penis.  Then  introducing  a  ft r eight 
edged  knife  (vid.  tab.  VII.  B.)  with  the 
back  lying  upon  the  foremoft,  or  middle 
finger  of  the  left  hand  to  direct  it,  the  in¬ 
cision  may  be  fecurely  finiili’d  upwards, 
and  the  bladder  layed  bare  from  the  os 
pubis,  near  three  inches  long.  Then 
palling  a  crooked  knife  (vid.  tab.  VII.  C.) 
nto  the  bladder  near  the  urachus,  until 
die  point  is  near  the  centre  of  the  bladder, 
o  that  bringing  it  out  it  may  cut  under 
:he  os  pubis ;  and  immediately,  while  the 
vater  is  flowing  out,  a  finger  fliould  be 
ntroduced  into  the  bladder,  with  which 
he  forceps,  (which  may  be  very  thin)  will 
)e  directed  to  take  hold  of  the  ftone,  which, 
t  large,  fliould  not  be  extracted  haftily, 

be- 
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| 
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Mr.  Douglas. 

<  \  •  <1 

introduce  the  forceps,  fig.  iz.  between 
them,  into  the  bladder,  then  turn  the 
ftone  into  the  forceps,  with  the  (mall  end 
foremoft,  and  take  fad  hold  of  it,  then 
draw  out  your  fingers,  and  afterwards  the 
ftone,  with  leasure  and  caution,  if  it 
breaks,  or  there  is  more  than  one,  take 
them  out  with  your  fingers  as  before. 

The  ftone  being  extracted,  lay  two  or 
three  pledgets  of  lint  armed  with  (ome  good 
digeftive  over  the  wound,  and  a  bolder  of 
tow  over  them  j  then  undo  the  (traps,  and 
carry  the  patient  to  bed :  then  embrocate 
ail  the  abdomen,  fcrotum,  and  penis, 
with  warm  ol.  chamomil.  then  turn  a 
fwath  a  little  broader  than  the  patient’s 
hand  once  round  him,  and  pin  it  on  th( 
dreflings  juft  tight  enough  to  keep  them 
on,  then  order  warm  ftupes  to  be  laid  very 
frequently  on  his  belly,  wrung  out  of  t 
ftrong  decoction  of  wormwood,  chamo 
mile,  &c.  or  out  of  equal  parts  of  fired 
urine  and  lime-water. 


T 
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because  that  encreases  the  refidance:  the  • 
Wound  may  be  drefled  with  any  digedive 
medicine,  upon  which  may  be  layed  a 
(oft  comprefi,  kept  on  with  an  easy  ban¬ 
dage.  The  digedive  I  used  was  this, 
ctrx  flav.  liv.  ol.  lini  Siij  tereb.  venet  rt>j. 
The  wounds  for  (ometime  were  fomented 
at  each  d reding,  which  was  at  firft,  every 
fix  hours,  except  they  were  afleep,  and  as 
long  as  the  urine  came  through  the 
wounds,  the  parts  about  were  condantly 
anointed,  to  preserve  them  from  being 
excoriated  by  the  urine,  which  happened 
to  my  firft  patient. 

Hidory  of  the  fuccess  of  th’s  method, 
from  pag.  z  i.  to  21. 


L 


Of 
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If  they  are  not  inclinable  to  fleep,  foot 
after  the  operation,  they  muft  take  a  gen 
tie  opiate,  because  nothing  is  fo  proper  a 
reft. 

The  fame  evening  dress  the  wound,  ant 
embrocate  the  abdomen  as  before,  thei 
anoint  the  groins,  forotum,  and  penis 
with  unguent  alb.  or  deficativum  rubr.  t< 
prevent  their  being  foalded  by  the  «rine 
then  apply  the  ftupes  as  above. 

The  embrocation  and  ftupes  are.  to  b 
continued  till  the  wound  is  well  digefted 
and  the  ointment,  till  the  water  comes  al 
the  right  way. 

The  wound  is  to  be  dreft  three  or  fou 
times  a  day  j  when  its  well  digefted,  the; 
ought  always  to  lie  on  one  fide  or  the  o 
ther,  which  will  very  much  haften  th 
cure. 

All  the  urine -flows  through  the  woun 
until  the  wound  of  the  bladder  is  cured 
which  is  fconer  or  later,  according  to  th 
conftitution  of  the  patient. 

The 
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They  ought  not  to  be  fore  d  to  go  to 
{tool,  under  hx  or  (even  days,  unless  feme 
particular  reason  requires  it,  because  ftrain- 
ino*  to  ftool  injures  the  wound. 

Hiftory  of  the  fuccess  of  this  method. 

from  pag.  5  6  to  6  5 . 

The  parts  cut,  are  the  external  tegu-j 
ments,  muscles  of  the  abdomen,  and  body 
of  the  bladder. 

N.  B.  I  fhould  have  been  more  parti 
cular  in  the  description  of  these  parts,  die 
not  my  brother  Dr.  Douglas  defign  (peed 
ily  to  oblige  the  world  with  a  full  and  cor 
red  description,  not  only  of  the  part 
concerned  in  this,  but  also  of  those  in  al 
the  other  ways  of  cutting.  p.  47 

Inftruments  to  be  prepared  before  the 

operation.  p.  4* 

1.  The  table  which  mull:  be  three  o 
four  inches  lower  at  one  end,  than  the  c 

ther.  f 

2.  The  ftraps,  which  ought  to  be  ver 
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Of  the  parts  to  be  operated  upon. 
The  outer  skin,  the  membrana  adipo- 
sa,  and  the  linea  alba. 


Tab.  VII.  pag.  2.8. 

A,  A,  Part  of  the  inje£ting  fyringe 
which  holds  ten  ounces. 

B,  The  end  of  the  fyringe  fitted  into 
the  pipe  C. 

C,  The  injeding  pipe. 

T*  T'V  T\ 


78  APPENDIX. 

Indice  non  opus  eji \  nojlris  nec  vindice  libris. 

Mr.  Douglas. 


3 .  A  cup  with  oil. 

4.  The  catheter  and  ftillet,  tab.  4.  fig. 
1,  z. 

5 .  The  flexible  tube  with  its  heads,  fig. 
4,  5,  6.  one  of  which  is  fcrewed  into  the 
head  of  the  catheter,  and  the  other  is  ilip’d 
upon  the  nose  of  the  (yringe. 

N.  B.  The  tube  is  made  of  an  Ox’s 
ureter,  and  was  firffc  contrived  by  Mr. 
Cheieklen. 

6.  The  iyringe,  fig.  7.  which  ought 
to  hold  water  enough  to  fill  the  bladder  at 

once,  or  twice  at  moft. 

7.  The  catheter  key,  fig.  8. 

?.  A  fpunge. 

1  o.  The  fecond  incifion  knife,  fig.  1  o. 
xi.  The  new  inftrument,  fig.  11. 

It  is  about  the  thicknefs  of  a  common 
case  knife,  has  no  edge  but  from  x  to  x, 
which  is  as  fliarp  as  a  razor. 

Its  other  dimen f  10ns  are  as  in  the  figure, 
and  are  to  be  alter’d  as  the  case  requires. 

1  z.  The  forceps,  fig.  1  z. 
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D,  D,  D,  An  oxes  ureter  tied  at  one 
end  upon  the  injecting  pipe,  and  at  the 
other  end  upon  the  catheter. 

E,  The  catheter. 

» 

Tab.  VIII.  p.  *«,. 

The  knives  used  in  this  operation. 

A,  A  round  edged  knife  to  cut  through 
:he  integuments. 

B,  A  (trait  edged  knife  to  lay  the  blad- 
ler  bare  as  far  as  is  convenient. 

C,  The  knife  to  cut  the  bladder. 

Remark. 

I  muft  make  one  remark  before  I  con- 
!ude  this  Appendix,  which  my  impartial 
[V  will  by  no  means  permit  me  to  pass  by 
i  flence,  it  being  thought  by  Mr.  Che- 
Iden’s  Friends  an  argument  of  the  high- 
t  importance,  and  tending  to  prove  a 
ighty  difference  between  the  manner  of 
cifion  made  use  of  by  Mr.  Douglas,  and 
it  made  use  of  by  Mr.  Chefelden. 


Mr. 
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Remark.  ; 

Mr.  Douglas’s  way  Mr.Chefelden’s  ver 
of  cuttting  is  up-  different  way  of  cut 
wards,  as  from  B  to  ting  confifts,  in  ma 
A.  king  the  very  fam 

ftroke  of  incifion,  b 
cutting  downwards 
as  from  A  to  B. 

A'  A 


B  B 

Quseritur,  Whether  it  is  to  be  Call’d 
mathematical  and  effential,  or  accident; 
difference,  between  two  equal  lines,  whe 
the  nib  of  the  pen  drawing  one  line,  be 
gins  at  punftum  B  and  ends  at  A,  an 
the  nib  of  the  other  pen  drawing  the  oth 
Line,  begins  at  pun&um  A  and  ends  ; 
B  ? 


Sin 
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Remark. 

Since  both  cut  in  the  very  fame  place, 
and  both  make  the  very  fame  wound,  with 
the  very  fameinflrument,  through  the  very 
fame  parts ;  and  fince  the  very  fame  ter¬ 
rible  -  (vid.  Mr.  Chefelden’s  pref. 

p.  ?.)  does  happen  in  both  ways  5  where 
then  is  the  mighty  improvement,  fo 
much  boaffed  of  by  Mr.  Chefelden  and 
bis  Friends?  Where  is  the  cjuite  different 
way  of  cutting  from  Mr.  Douglas’s  way 
hey  fo  warmly  infinuate,  and  fo  induftri- 
Dufly  propagate  every  where  ?  Name  me 
:he  difference  who  can?  fEt  eris  mihi 
:  magnus  Apollo. 


The 
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Indie e  non  opus  eft ,  noftris  nec  vindice  libris. 

Mr.  Douglas. 

**  ] 

In  page  hi,  Mr.  Douglas  gives  us  an 
account  of  a  thefis,  (the  title  of  which  is, 
‘  Quadtio  medica-  Quodlibetaneis  dispu- 
1  tationibus  mane  difeutienda  in  fcholis 
f  medicoruni  die  jovis  130  Decembris 
<  1  c  3  5,  M.  Nic.  Pietreo  M.  D.  Modera-; 
*  tore.  Reponebatlutetite,  Petrus  le  Mer- 
t  cier.  An,  ad  extrahendum  calculum,, 
c  diflecanda  ad  pubem  vefica  ?)  fent  to  him 
in  the  following  words.  I  had  a  copy  oi 
a  moft  rare  and  antient  thefis,  lately  lent 
me  from  Paris,  by  that  moft  excellent 
anatomift.  Dr.  Window,  one  of  the  mem; 
bers  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences, 
which  I  don’t  doubt  will  be  acceptable  tc 
the  curious  reader:  (To  whom  according¬ 
ly  he  presents  it,  in  the  latin,  juft  as  ii 
came  to  his  hands,  and  with  this  learnec 
queftion  he  concludes  his  treatise,  giving 
•  a  handsome  recommendation  of  it  in  thes< 
words)  This  very  Thesis  is  mention  d  ir 
the  fourth  Century  of  Bartholine’s  Epiflles 

in  a  Letter  from  Guido  Patin,  dated  a 

Paris, 
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St  at  contra ,  dicitque  tihi ,  tna  fagina,  fur  es, 

Mr.  Cheselden. 

The  latin  thesis  presented  to  Mr.  Dou¬ 
glas,  is  caus’d  to  be  tranflated  by  Mr. 
Chefeldcn,  for  the  benefit  of  the  curious 
Englilh  reader.  He  calls  it,  A  Quedion 
propos’d  to  be  disputed  oii,  in  the  Phi- 
tick  Schools  in  Paris,  on  Thursday  De- 
:ember  13.  1 7  2. 3 .  by  Peter  le  Mercier. 

“  Whether  or  no  in  cutting  for  the  Stone 
‘  in  the  Bladder  the  incifion  Ihould  be 
made  at  the  pubes  ?  From  p.  1 40  to 
*  150. 


Conclusion. 

I  am  glad  I  have  at  lad  found  an  end  of 
he  dull  and  tedious  labour  of  collating, 
diich  was  as  tiresome  to  me  in  the  writing, 
s  it  mud  be  disagreeably  irksome  to  the 
■lends  of  Mr.  Chelelden  in  the  reading : 
profess  I  don’t  love  to  make  comparisons 
t  any  time,  I  know  ’em  generally  odious, 
ut  more  particularly  fo  in  this  case,  than 
1  any  I  have  met  with  for  a  long  while : 

How- 
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Indite  non  opus  eft ,  noftris  nec  wind  ice  libris . 

Mr.  Douglas. 


Paris,  in  the  year  1 6 6 z.  “  De  fecanda 
“  ad  pubem  vefica,  thefin  composuit  in 
cc  feholis  noftris  olim  agiratam,  vir  max- 
ft  imus  ac  inugnis  docftrinx,  Mag.  Nico-j 
“  laus  Pietreus,  quam  veluti  vitiosam  & 
“  multis  ntevis  ac  erroribus  anatomicis  re4 
“  fertam  graviter  improbabar,  Jo.  Riola- 
£C  nus,  Pietrei  ex  forore  Nepos.  - 


Whence  it  is  evident,  that  it’s  no  new 
thing  for  feme  fort  of  people  vigoroully  anc 
zealoufly  to  oppose  ail  innovations  in  for¬ 
gery,  as  well  as  in  — ■ —  though  never  ft 
much  more  rational  and  advantageous  tci 
mankind.  :  .  ■  > 


p.  IZJ 


A 
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.  .  ;  S  1  iw- 

St  at  contra ,  dicitque  tibi,  tua  pagina>  fur  es. 

Conclusion. 

However,  Mr.  Chefelden  has  no  body  to 

J 

dame  for  this  but  himself :  and  fince  he 
nade  the  comparison  neceflary  for  the 
uftification  of  Mr.  Douglas,  he  muff  like¬ 
wise  bear  the  neceflary  consequence  of  the 
Comparison  as  well  as  he  can,  although 
t  lliould  prove  a  rigid  kind  of  pennance, 
hat  will  fill  his  heart  with  confufion,  and 
:over  his  face  with  the  guilty  blames  of  a 
plagiary,  according  to  the  motto  out  of 
martial,  which  is  as  juftly  placed  here  at 
he  end,  as  it  is  at  the  top  of  the  Pago. 

■  **  *  <*  *  *  -  i 

Dicitque  tibi,  tua  pagina,  fur  es. 
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TO  THE 


LETTER, 


HERE  is  one  thing  omitted  ir 
my  letter,  which  having  finc«j 
recollected,  I  have  infer  ted  here 


I  remark’d,-  that  Mr.  Douglas  and  Mr. 
Chelelden  have  both  of  them  affum’d  tocj 
much  freedom,  in  telling  the  world  what 
ought  to  be  prescrib’d  their  patients,  by 
way  of  preparative  for  the  operation,  whichj 
is  treading  a  little  too  close  upon  the  heeli 
of  the  Phyfician :  and  a  nee  I  have  already 
censured  Mr.  Chelelden  Co  frequently  and 
lo  jultly,  I  might  well  be  thought  partial, 
if,  where  Mr.  Douglas  is  equally  in  the 
wrong,  I  ihould  not  reprehend  him  as 

freely 
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reely  as  Mr.  Chefelden  j  and  truly  Mr. 
Douglas  deserves  moft  correction,  for  as 
e  led  Mr.  Chefelden  right  in  other  cases, 
l  this,  he  muft  own,  lie  has  remarkably 
lifted  him,  not  only  in  thinking,  but  in 
xprefling  what  he  thinks. 

Mr.  Douglas  fays,  the  patients  are  to 
e  blooded,  purged,  &c.  as  their  confti- 
itions  will  bear,  or  their  case  may  require, 
id  muft  always  take  aclyfterthe  night  be- 
>re.  vid.  p.  1 3 . 

Mr.  Chefelden  fays,  before  We  go  about 
lis  operation,  it  feems  neceflary  that  the 
teftines  fliould  be  emptied,  to  prevent 
eir  prefling  upon  the  bladder,  for  this 
:ry  reason,  Iorder  my  patients  a 
aider  diet  for  about  two  days,  and  clyfters 
flore  the  operation,  p.  6. 

As  it  is  neither  of  their  profeflions  to 
rescribe,  being  operators  only,  it  would 
em  presumption  in  them,  to  offer  dire¬ 
ions  that  way,  where  able  Phyficians 
.'hose  province  it  is)  are  at  hand  to  be 
insulted :  In .  the  Country,  indeed,  where 
:oper  advice  is  not  fo  eafily  had,  their  ex- 
srience  may  be  allow’d  in  fome  habits  of 
^  body. 


-  :  »  "  ' 
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body,  to  declare  what’s  convenient  •>  bu 

here,  where  its  otherwise,  - - 

‘  Ne  Tutor  ultra  crepidam. 

This,  is  no  new  fentiment  of  mine,  1 
was  long  iince  observ’d,  before  any  of  u 
liv’d ;  for  Hildan,  in  his  Lithotomy  (ch 
5>.  p.  6s>.)  fays,  ‘When  a  Surgeon  is  call’ 
‘  to  undertake  the  cutting  for  the  ftone 
‘  (for  it  does  not  become  an  honeft  man  t( 
‘  thruft  himself  upon  this,  or  the  like  diffi 
‘  cult  work,  like  a  Mountebank)  he  Ilia! 
‘  not  then  immediately  apply  his  knife  to  hi 
‘  patient,  and  deal  with  him,  as  a  butch 
*  er  doth  with  his  beaft,  tie  him  to  a  form 
‘  no,  finely,  another  course  mu  ft  be  ta 
‘  ken  ;  for  if  thou  wouldeft  perform  th 
‘  work  regularly,  and  have  a  clear  consci 
‘  ence  before  God,  the  body  of  the  patien 
‘  is  to  be  prepared  by  a  proper  diet,  pur 
‘  ging,  bieeding,  dec.  before  the  opera 
‘  tion. 

‘  And  here  again,  every  artift  muft  hav 
‘  an  especial  care,  to  consult  with  fom 
‘  skilful  Phyfician,  who  can  discover  th 
‘  nature  of  his  patient,  and  conftitution  o 
‘  his  viscera.  .  ■ 

‘  I  con 


«=**■>, 
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*  I  confess  it  is  a  moil  difficult  thing 
(fays  Monfieur  Duverney)  to  hit  always 
aright,  because  nature  herself  fo  often  va¬ 
ries  her  method,  and  operates  by  ways  fo 
conceal  d,  and  fo  little  underftood,  that 
fhe  overthrows  by  accidents  which 
we  expe£t  not,  arid  are  ignorant  of  the 
whole  oeconomy  of  our  operations. 

*  It  is  not  fufficient  that  you  are  able  to 
inform  an  operation,  but  you  mud  also 
?e  acquainted  with  the  fabjed  you  are  to 
perform  it  on,!  by  which,  I  mean,  the 
aispofition  and  temperament  of  the 
patient. 

*  The  dispofition.  of  the  patient,  regards 
the  regimen  of  living,  the  inclination, 
age,  feason,  habit,  and  ftrength  -y  for 

"if  a  patient  follows  an  ill  regimen,  if 

he  is  emaciated,  weak,  of  an  age  that 

permits  not  the  Operation  or  if  he 

hath  greater  Inclination  to  those  things 

which  are  hurtful  to  him,  than  to  those 
1  3  « 

that  are  lerviceable,  the  Surgeon  ought 
to  fuspend  his  Judgment  and  not  to 
run  any  risque. 
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f  If  the  (lone  is  of  fo  large  afizethai 

<  you  cannot  extrad  it,  you  muft  leave 

<  t'ne  patient  to  his  repose,  lead  he  fhoulc 
*  die  under  your  hands :  He  fays,  a  frienc 

<  of  his  having  cut  a  man  iii  Italy,  fount 
4  a  (lone  of  filch  a  prodigious  fize,  tha 
«  he  was  oblig’d  to  leave  it  in  the  bladder 
(  that  he  dy’d  fix  hours  after  j  and  th 
1  ftone  taken  out  of  his  bladder  weigh’* 
£  one  pound  and  a  half,  of  the  figure  of, 
c  tortoise. 

<  That  in  cancerous  dispofitions,  if  re 

<  medics  be  not  adapted  with  the  greatei 
e  circumspedion,  we  do  but  irritate  then 
4  whereby  it  becomes  more  furious  in  i 
4  ravages. 

The  extradion  of  every  ftone  is  not  t 
be  attempted,  nor  are  all  fick  Perfons  a 
Aided  with  the  ftone,  fit  to  be  cut,  ft; 
Hildan. 

4  Desperati  non  funt  attingendi ,  fa; 
Celftis. 

Alghifi,  Accademician  profeiforofSu 
gery,  and  firft  Surgeon  in  the  hofpital 

Sanda  Maria  Novella,  at  Florence, 

. .  1 
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us  Lithotomy,  printed  there  1707,  in 
olio,  fays, 

‘  That  it  is  not  fufficient  the  Lithoto- 
mift  has  found  out  the  ftone  in  the 
bladder,  and  fo,  without  any  further 
confideration,  to  come  immediately  to 
I  the  operation :  It  behoves  him  toconfi- 
der  the  circumftances ;  as,  whether  with 
the  ftone  theie  be  a  wound,  or  any  o- 
ther  inward  difeafe.  Let  him  call  fot 
the  aftiftance  of  an  experienc’d  Phyfici- 
an,  in  order  to  prepare  his  Body,  that 
it  may  be  duly  fitted  for  the  operation ; 
for  fome  bodies  are  vigorous,  and  of  a 
hot  and  fiery  dispofition,  which  are 
often  in  danger  of  being  inflam’d,  with¬ 
out  great  caution  and  preparation  us’d, 
even  a  long  time  before  the  operation'. 

‘  Befides  bleeding,  asoecafion  requires,' 
Inch  patients  muft  have  eafie  and  gentle 
evacuants,  for  these  will  be  found  to 
anfwer  the  intention  much  better  than 
brisker  purgatives,  which  irritate,  and 
apparently  impair  ftrength.  Wine  is  apt 
to  inflame,  fo  not  proper.  - 
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f  A  regular  and  exact  diet  is  to  be  ol 
4  ferv’d,  fimple  and  nourifliing  food,  i 
c  order  to  invigorate  the  Patient. 

Other  bodies  are  leis  vigorous,  and  c 
a  temperament  more  cool  than  the  fo 
mer  j  in  theie,  certainly  there  is  more  n< 
ceffity  of  prefer  ving  the  ftrength  they  havi 
than  in  thofe  of  a  warmer  make ;  whicl 
by  reason  of  their  much  vigour,  are  ful 
je£t  to  many  drange  accidents. 

£  Now  it  may  very  frequently  come  i 
f  pass,  that  the  patient  may  die  fooner  t 
*  those  accidents  which  accompany,  < 
4  follow  the  operation,  than  he  would  d' 
‘  if  he  carry ’d  the  done  in  his  bladder. 

It  is  therefore  a  matter  of  very  great  in 
portance  for  a  Lithotomid,  to  be  of  gre 
courage,  but  yet  not  rafli  and  (elf- fufficiei 
in  undertaking  operations  of  fo  difficult 
nature,  even  in  cases,  where  he  has  tolet 
ble  hopes  of  fuccess,  because  there  are  i 
many  unhappy  casualties,  and  fo  ma 
unforeseen  accidents  that  may  intervene 

How  frequently  have  the  lead  and  t 
vial  ails,  the  moil  infignificant  woun 
even  the  foratch  of  a  pin,  or  pricking  c 

s  *  neec 
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»eedle?  when  they  have  befallen  persons 
during  a  very  vicious  habit  of  body,  re¬ 
quir’d  all  the  skill  of  the  Phyfician’s  Head, 
and  all  the  dexterity  of  the  Surgeon’s  Hand, 
to  work  the  accomplifhment  of  their  cure? 

The  very  lame  ill  that  in  one  Conflitu- 
tion,  might  be  very  eafily  remedied  by  a 
very  indifferent  pretender,  lhall,  in  ano¬ 
ther  Conflitution,  put  the  mod  judicious 
Phyfician  to  his  wits  end,  and  notwith¬ 
standing  all  his  ingenuity,  learning,  and 
experience,  make  mm  own  himself  puzl’d, 
and  doubtful  what  course  to  take. 

Innumerable  are  the  in  fiances  of  mi- 
flakes,  committed  by  rafh  and  felf-fuffi- 
cient  Surgeons,  for  want  of  a  due  regard 
to  the  habit  of  body.  I  could  fill  a  volume 
with  examples  of  fatal  and  irretrievable 
ones,  which  I  have  obferv’d  during  twen¬ 
ty  fix  years  practice  but  as  the  narrow 
bounds  of  this  undertaking,  won’t  permit 
many,  I  lhall  beg  only  to  inflancein  one 

or  two. 

» 

i, 

Let  it  then  fuffice  to  mention,  that  I 
Was  once  lent  far,  to  fee  alufly  person,  who 
by  fome  accident,  met  with  a  flight  rub, 

that 


that  only  ras  d  a  piece  of  the  skin  from 
his  leg :  An  officious  Surgeon,  it  feems, 
had  been  with  him  ;  ignorant  of  the , 
conftitution  of  the  patient  he  had  to  deal 
with,  fell  to  work,  without  thinking  on 
any  preparation.  The  patient’s  body  was 
foon  inflam’d ;  an  Erisepylas  fuddenly  fuc- 
ceeded,  thence  a  Gangrene,  and  he  who 
was  a  fat  jolly  man,  in  all  appearance, 
within  the  (pace  of  forty  eight  hours,  be¬ 


come  a  Corps. 

In  the  year  1 705,  an  eminent  Surgeon 
of  my  acquaintance,  had  but  a  whitlow 
on  his  finger,  which  feem’d  at  firft  an 
infignificant  trifle ;  it  foon  alter’d  its  face, 
and  look  d  in  (o  threatning  a  manner,  that 
it  occafioncd  a  consultation  of  Surgeons  5 
according  to  the  advice  of  the  reft,  one 
of  them  cut  it.  The  malignity  fo  {pread 
on  a  hidden, mat  if  they  had  nothad  recourse 
to  an  immediate  amputation  of  one  joint 
of  his  finger,  the  further  loft  of  his  hand,  or 
even,  his  whole  arm,  could  not  have  pofli- 
n  avoided.  Weil,  the  firft  joint  of 
the  finger  was  lop'd  away  ;  why,  not  even 
then,  could  all  the  dreffings  they  were  able 


to 
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to  apply  to  the  remaining  flump,  be  of 
any  efficacy  or  force.  The  parts  all  around 
lookd  black  and  livid,  and  threatned  a 
Iphacclus  5  vain  and  fruitless  was  all  their 
skill,  although  (to  do  them  jufhce)  they 
exerted  it  all  in  their  way  5  nothing  was 
able  to  eradicate  this  flubborn  enemy,  till 
the  Surgeon  applied  to  the  Phyfician,  to 
join  his  forces.  The  firfl  thing  we  did, 
was,  to  corred  the  whole  mass  of  blood^ 
ind  then  inaeed,  but  not  till  then. 
Surgery  took  place,  and  began  to  concjuer 
the  ill:  However,  tho’  join’d,  we  pro¬ 
ceeded  very  flowly  on,  for  a  long  time, 
before  we  became  entire  mailers  of  it. 
Strong  decoctions  of  the  woods,  farsa,  &c. 
with  a  milk  diet,  were  all  we  could  allow 
him  for  five  weeks,  with  a  bolus  of  calo¬ 
mel,  till  he  began  to  fpit,  and  that,  at 
noft,  was  but  gently  ;  for  he  was  reduced 
0  the  utmofl  extremity,  and  was  given 
wer  by  those  who  preceeded  me.  Two 
ull  months  palled,  before  any  fenfible 
■heck,  or  turn,  was  given:  during  all 
vhich  time,  feveral  angry  red  tumours, 

bout  the  breadth  of  a  fixpencc,  appear’d^ 

be- 
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between  the  extremity  of  the  amputated 
finger,  and  the  top  of  his  flioulder,  which 
in  two  or  three  days,  turn’d  black,  and 
the  efohars  that  fell  off,  after  three  days 
dreflings,  were  as  thick  as  any  I  ever  faw 
made  by  the  ftrongeft  caufticks;  Nd 
fooner  Was  the  habit  of  body  mended,  but 
they  disappear’d,  and  the  finger  mended 
apace,  fo  that  in  about  three  months,  he 
perfectly  recover’d.  ] 

It  is  miy  opinion,  that  if  this  person  had 
been!  cut  for  the  {tone,  in  the  flate  he  was 
in  when  the  joint  was  extirpated,  no  man 
could  have  lav’d  his  Life ;  and  though  he 

.  *  >  o 

found  fo  light  a  wound  grow  to  mch  a  dan¬ 
gerous  height  under  the  Surgeons  hand, 
while  his  body  remain’d  unprepar’d }  it  is 
likewise  my  opinion^  that  in  as  bad  a  Hate 
as  he  was,  he  might  have  been  fo  prepar’d 
in  a  little  time,  as  to  haVe  fitted  him  (ii 
need  had  been)  to  undergo  the  fevere  ope¬ 
ration  of  cutting  for  the  {tone,  without 
any  extraordinary  danger,  unless  furthei 
miltakes  of  the  operator,  fhould  have 
brought  on  farther  mischiefs^ 
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How  many  wounds  in  those  cut  for  the 
tone,  (during  the  feasons  of  cutting  in  the 
dotel  dieu,  and  Hotel  de  la  Charite,  in 
'aris,  which  I  carefully  attended  two  years 
agether)  have  I  leen  turn  fiftulous  ulcers  2 
Miftakes  eafily  happen,  but  the  mis- 
hiefs  occafion’d  by  em,  after  they  oned 
ave  happen’d,  are  feldom  eafie,  and  fome- 
mes  impollible  to  be  retriev’d.  v 

As  courage  is  requifitein  a  Surgeon,  ancl 
nr  to  be  avoided,  fo  caution  is  rcouifite, 
id  rafhness  a  vice  in  the  other  extreme. 

A  confidence  of  skill  has  committed 
lore  errors,  than  a  fense  of  weakness,  that 
iturally  provided!  caution. 

It  is  undeniably  evident,  that  the  Sci- 
lce  and  practice  of  Phyfick,  is  one  of  the 
loft  extenfive,  moft  nice,  and  difficult 
idertakings  in  the  world  :  A  day 
ould  foarCe  {office  to  enumerate  the  van- 
isffibtilities  that  are  to  be  observ’d  in  the 
iring  of  this  or  that  fingle  disease,  fays 
^denham,  the  confideration  of  which, 
roperly  belongs  to  the  Phyficianv* 

O  H 

,  Quid  dicam  de  divinis  medici  periti  miraculis  in  pradicendo, 
5  &  mortem  Sc&tatem?  §c  tempora  6c  qualitatem,  adeo  norit 


pS  A  Supplement 

Is  it  not  then  a  lamentable  thing,  tba 
what  Hildan  {ays  ihould  be  true,  where  h| 
affirms,  ‘  That  many  are  fo  ralh,  tha 
c  they  Hick  not  to  cut  men’s  bodies,  a 

*  Carpenters  do  their  wood,  and  tho’  the' 

*  lee  no  hope  of  preserving  the  patient,  b 

*  Lithotomy,  nevertheless  they  care  noi 

*  they  take  his  money,  and  deceive  th 

*  world,  that  is  fearlelly,  and  without  ad 
f  vice  of  the  skilful,  they  make  incifioi 
1  on  his  body,  a  thing  not  to  be  allow’d 

*  for  where  there  is  no  hope  of  recovery  b 
c  Lithotomy,  the  thread  of  life  is  not  t 
f  be  cut  off  raihly  j  nor  can  it  excufe  ’em 

*  tho’  they  pretend,  it  was  the  patient’ 
f  delire,  that  he  entreated  ’em  to  dp  it 
c  that  he  had  rather  die,  than  live  Ionge 
f  in  luch  misery  and  T orment. 

Let  Surgeons  therefore  conlider  j  tha 
tho’  they  are  never  fo  dextrous  at  open 
ing  veins  and  arteries,  or  performing  an; 

othe 

ut  nuljus  Sates,  nulla  deorum  reiponfa  rnereantur  illisccnforn  ?  No 
fine  muftis  verbis,  non  fine  n)agnis  ftudijs  non  abfque  ingeni 
excebentia,  ad 'memoriae  renacitktt,  denique  non  fine  maxim  is  ani 
mi  8c  corporis  *fiubus.  ad  gioriam  ascendere  potefl medicos  aijtfi 
jigria  ilium  obunere. 

Micron,  Cardmi  Medicine  Enemy 
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jother  chirurgical  operations:  Yet,  unlefs 
great  experience  has  enabled  their  heads 
to  dired  their  hands,  they  may  do  hurt, 
infteadof  doing  good.  It  is  an  eafie  thing 
to  open  a  vein,  but  not  fo  eafie  to  know 
when  it  is  proper,  and  when  and  how  far 
the  conftitution  requires  it. 

As  art  is  a  habit,  whose  object  is  fome- 
thing  to  be  done,  fo  fcience  is  a  habit, 
whose  objed  is  fomething  to  be  known. 
Surgeons  are  the  operators  of  what  Phyfi- 
:ians  are  judges ;  juft  as  the  hand  ads  what 
he  head  didates.  The  fcience  of  the 
5hyfician  is  abfolute  and  primitive,  the 
>radice  of  the  Surgeon,  dependent  and 
lerivative. 

Let  them  not  then  confound  the  no¬ 
ions  of  Science,  with  those  of  Art :  Let 
em  keep  to  their  own  profeffion  j  it  will 
“quire  enough  of  their  time  to  discharge 
aeir  duty  as  they  ought,  without  medling 
nth  the  fcience,  which  is  to  be  left  to  the 
idgment  of  the  Pbyfician,  whose  whole 
re  is  flrort  enough  to  form  that  judgment 
Jghtly,  when  he  has  /pent  it  for  that  end, in 
5  Jborious  ftudy,  and  continual  Application. 
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